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Amazing 
Learning

THE AQUILA SCHOOL VISION 

A happy community school with amazing learning at its heart where 
pupils are empowered to make choices and engage in meaningful 

learning experiences and make exceptional progress.



WELCOME 
MESSAGES 

Dear Family, 

I am delighted to welcome you to The Aquila School 
family. As we enter our fourth year I am thrilled that 
you have chosen us to provide amazing learning for 
your child. You will know already that we are 
committed to making our school a happy, community 
school where children develop a love of learning and 
make as much progress as possible.

Our skilled team work tirelessly to give your children 
the very best education possible. 

There will be many opportunities for you to be part of 
our school events during the year, showcasing 
amazing learning and showing why we believe we are 
the school of choice for our community.

Wayne Howsen

Principal



WELCOME 
MESSAGES 

Dear Family, 

It is an honour and privilege to be part of the Aquila family- a 
family which continues to grow and thrive year on year. I am 
delighted you have chosen to join us and allow us to be part of 
your child’s learning journey. 

At The Aquila School, we have high expectations of what our 
children can achieve and strive to inspire all children to develop a 
love of learning through our creative curriculum.  Amazing 
learning is key to everything we do and I am excited to see what 
our children can achieve this year. 

Kylie Cleworth

Head of Primary 

Dear Family, 

We are honoured that you have selected The Aquila School for 
your child’s secondary education. With our culture and philosophy 
of amazing learning through meaningful learning experiences, in 
our happy and caring school we believe we offer all our pupils the 
right environment to make exceptional progress.

We want our young people to be a force for change in making a 
positive difference in the world and therefore our pupils are 
empowered to make choices and are given the platforms they 
need to excel in their individual ways. 

At The Aquila School, we offer our pupils a first class education 
through a commitment to high standards and inclusion. We have 
a great team of enthusiastic, caring, highly qualified and 
professional teachers who, like myself, want your child to love 
coming to our school every day. 

Benjamin Atkins

Head of Secondary



WELCOME 
MESSAGES 
Dear Family, 

On behalf of International Schools Partnership in the Middle East (ISP), I would like to 
welcome you to The Aquila School and our global education community. 

As a member of The Aquila School and ISP, you have joined the thousands of families around 
the world, who have chosen to be part of schools that put education at the forefront of all 
decision making. Each member of our team is committed to ensuring that learning is at the 
heart of everything we do.

The ISP aim is to be the school of choice in each local area where our schools are present. 
We know that the key to this is to run happy, financially responsible and safe schools, with 
highly experienced staff, innovative school leaders and a future focused curriculum which 
ensures that our children are future ready.

We are also committed to school improvements and strive to get better all the time across 
all areas. This is why we have robust performance management systems across all areas of 
the school. During the year we will also give you the opportunity to take part in regular 
surveys. Your feedback will not only give us a parent perspective of our schools but will also 
help us to support our schools to get even better. 

Our ISP Middle East Regional Team partners with our schools as critical friends, mentors, and 
advisors. Our centralised quality assurance policies, such as the Learning Improvement 
Process and the ISP Frameworks, provide a global benchmark for our schools. Furthermore, 
all ISP Schools are supported centrally by a highly experienced team with an unparalleled 
background in education and school management from around the world. 

Finally, as an international education group with schools in over thirteen countries, our 
students benefit from additional opportunities, such as the ISP International Learning 
Opportunities. Your child will experience a real global community during their ISP 
educational journey. This will enable them to learn alongside children from different 
continents and cultures, as they develop their skills as global citizens and learn about the 
world.

I wish your child a year filled with Amazing Learning and outstanding progress and welcome 
you once again to our ISP family. 

Sincerely, 

Bharat Mansukhani 

Regional Director 

International Schools Partnership – Middle East 



THE AQUILA 
PROMISE

We promise that:

⮚Your children will learn at levels that will amaze 
both them and you  – we guarantee they will make 
as much progress as possible in all areas; 

⮚Your children will love coming to our school;

⮚We will communicate with you about your child’s 
learning and all aspects of life in our busy school

⮚Our broad curriculum will inspire your children to 
be creative, independent and resilient thinkers, 
with lessons that have a real sense of purpose -
underpinned by academic rigour;

⮚Our school will be the heart of the community –
with a shared sense of purpose that helps your child 
develop as broadly as possible. 



CURRICULUM 
FS1 AND FS2
At The Aquila School, we understand the importance of children leading their own 
learning and learning through structured play.  Our Foundation Stage children will have 
access to a number of learning areas both indoors and outdoors. 

The curriculum followed in FS1 and FS2 is based on the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Curriculum, adapted by our staff to have a global dimension and to be relevant to children 
living here in the UAE.  

From FS1 the children will have the opportunity to take part in weekly PE, swimming and 
music lessons.  Both native and non-native children will take part in regular Arabic 
lessons.

AREAS OF LEARNING IN FOUNDATION STAGE:

⮚Personal, Social and Emotional Development

⮚Communication and Language

⮚Physical Development

⮚Mathematical Development

⮚Literacy

⮚Understanding of the World

⮚Expressive Arts and Design 



CURRICULUM 
YEAR 1 TO 6
At The Aquila School, we are committed to providing children with engaging, relevant, 
learning activities that help them make as much progress as possible in all areas of the 
curriculum and prepare them for the next steps in their education- real learning for a real 
future. 

The curriculum followed in years 1 to 6 is based on the National Curriculum for England, 
adapted by our staff to have a global dimension and to be relevant to children living here 
in the UAE. The core of the curriculum is set, but teachers are empowered to group areas 
of learning together to create topics which are of interest and of relevance to children in 
their class. We also value cross curricular learning so that children make links between 
different subjects. In addition, we pay equal status to the teaching of Arabic, Islamic, UAE 
social studies and moral education which make up the local Ministry of Education 
curriculum. 

Regardless of the age of a child and their previous experiences,our skillful teachers ensure 
every child learns what they need to learn right now. 

LIST OF SUBJECTS:

⮚ English
⮚ Maths
⮚ Science
⮚ Computing
⮚ History
⮚ Geography
⮚ Spanish (from year 3 up)
⮚ Arabic
⮚ Islamic studies (for our Muslim students)
⮚ Art and design
⮚ Design and technology 
⮚ Music
⮚ Physical education
⮚ Swimming
⮚ UAE Social studies
⮚ Moral education 



CURRICULUM 
YEARS 7,8 AND 9
At The Aquila School, the curriculum for years 7, 8 and 9 builds on the foundation of the 
earlier years in school and is the first step in preparing the children for the public 
examinations they will take in the next phase of their secondary school journey. As such, 
there is increased emphasis on subject teaching, assessment, independent study, 
research and the application of knowledge and skills to real life situations. 

Reading is prioritised in year 7, 8 and 9 to increase children’s use of vocabulary, enhance 
their cultural capital, confidence and to encourage discussion and debate so that 
children find their own voice and perspective. We also build in opportunities for cross 
curricular links to allow children to transfer learning between subjects and be 
creative. The year 7, 8 and 9 curriculum is ambitious, broad, balanced, inclusive and 
equitable for all children to ensure they make the most progress possible. Learning is 
purposeful and engaging and we make links to knowledge and skills from different 
subjects to children’s future ambitions and aspirations. 

In key stage 3, different subjects will be taught by different teachers. The subjects are-

⮚English 
⮚Maths
⮚Science (biology, physics and chemistry)
⮚Arabic 
⮚UAE social studies
⮚Islamic (for Islamic pupils)
⮚Spanish
⮚Design and technology
⮚Art and design 
⮚History

⮚Geography
⮚Drama
⮚Computing
⮚PE
⮚Music 
⮚Moral education 



ASSESSMENT AND 
REPORTING- FS 
AND PRIMARY 
In line with best UK practice, we use assessment for learning principles.  This means that 
teachers think carefully about what individual children have learnt within lessons on a 
daily basis and use this knowledge to plan for what they need to learn next. While in 
primary, there may be occasional tests (such as in Arabic and Islamic or as required by the 
local regulator), we believe that children demonstrate their learning best through the way 
they independently apply the knowledge and skills they have applied in class.  What 
matters is that every child makes as much progress as possible and they demonstrate 
their learning at every opportunity. Every piece of work the children do is assessed to help 
the teacher plan their next steps of learning. 

We regularly moderate standards of work across the school so that we know how well 
our children are doing against the curriculum expectations but more importantly what 
they need to learn next. 

Twice yearly we issue a formal report which summarises your child’s learning as well as 
setting their next step targets.  At three other occasions during the year, families receive a 
short snapshot of their child’s learning which identifies what they have learnt and their 
next step targets in reading, writing and maths. For native Arabic children they will also 
receive an Arabic snapshot which includes- Arabic reading, Arabic writing and Arabic 
speaking and listening.



ASSESSMENT AND 
REPORTING-
YEARS 7, 8 AND 9
In secondary, just as in primary, teachers look closely at the work children have produced 
to help inform what needs to be learnt and taught next. We know that at the end of 
secondary school, children have to display their skills, knowledge and understanding in 
tests and exams – and so it is right that – as the children get older – they have more and 
more practice of demonstrating their learning in a test situation. Throughout the year, we 
have regular secondary checkpoint weeks when the children have the opportunity to 
show their learning and understanding independently in a more formaI situation. In 
addition to this – the children are used to ‘retrieval practise’ – having opportunities to 
demonstrate their retention of and ability to apply a range of skills and knowledge in their 
lessons.

We regularly moderate standards of work across the school so that we know how well 
our children are doing against the curriculum expectations, but more importantly what 
they need to learn next. 

Towards the end of the school year, secondary pupils have an assessment week which 
provides every pupil with the opportunity to demonstrate what they have learnt during 
the year. We will ensure that children who have significant needs have reasonable 
adjustments made to this process so it will be a positive experience - enabling every pupil 
to demonstrate their learning. 

Twice yearly we issue a formal report which summarises your child’s learning as well as 
setting their next step targets.  At three other occasions during the year, families receive a 
short snapshot of their child’s learning which identifies the skills and knowledge they 
demonstrate in their secondary checkpoint and identifies their next learning steps in 
English, maths and science. For native Arabic children they will also receive an Arabic 
snapshot which includes- Arabic reading, Arabic writing and Arabic speaking and listening.



HOMEWORK
FS

Our FS children are actively involved in learning all day long so when they get home we 
want them to have time to rest, play and spend time with their family.  We do ask you to 
read with your child everyday as we know a love of reading is a key to success at school.  

Primary 

In primary school, children work very hard all day, engaged in actively learning. They take 
part in a wide range of activities and after a busy day learning, they are (usually) physically 
and mentally exhausted. At The Aquila School, we want children to develop into rounded 
individuals with a range of interests, so time after school can be spent pursuing them. We 
also want children to have time to relax, to be with their families, and to reflect on what 
they have learnt that day.

As such, primary school homework at The Aquila School includes:

⮚Regular reading with an adult at home – an enjoyable shared experience

⮚Giving the children the opportunity (if they wish) to talk about their learning at home, 
consolidating and reflecting on how their learning can be applied to the real world

⮚Completing individual projects that link to what is being learnt in class – but only if they 
are intrinsically  motivated to

KS3

When the pupils are in year 10 and 11 and are preparing for international examinations 
there will be a lot of homework to do. Therefore in years 7 and 8 we will introduce more 
formal homework- usually one piece a week for English, maths, science and Arabic- so 
that pupils get used to independent study not during the school day. In year 9 pupils will 
receive an increased amount of homework which will support and consolidate their 
learning.  However, we still wish to maintain the Aquila view that as pupils work so hard 
in school during the day they need time to relax and pursue other interests at home.



FACILITIES AND 
RESOURCES

⮚3 fantastic well stocked libraries

⮚2 swimming pools

⮚2 sports halls

⮚A full sized astro pitch

⮚A multipurpose sports court 

⮚An auditorium

⮚Specialist art room

⮚Specialist design technology rooms

⮚Specialist food technology room

⮚Specialist Arabic rooms

⮚Numerous outdoor and indoor learning areas

⮚Inclusion rooms

⮚Specialist music rooms

⮚Dance studio

⮚Family learning room

⮚The Parrot Café- community cafeteria

⮚On site clinic

⮚On-site uniform shop

⮚Laptops and tablets 

⮚Over 25,000 books for children to enjoy

⮚Top quality resources sourced from the UK

⮚Hydroponics farm

We are proud of the exceptional facilities that we have to support amazing learning at 
The Aquila School.  

These include-



ADDITIONAL FACILITIES 
AND RESOURCES 
FOR YEARS 7, 8 AND 9
Our secondary rooms are located on the first and second floors. The pupils have 
exclusive access to-

⮚ Specialist science rooms
⮚ Specialist design technology rooms
⮚ Specialist art room
⮚ Secondary library and learning hub
⮚ Specialist computing suite 
⮚ Subject specific classrooms 
⮚ Specialist secondary sports hall 



SCHOOL 
TRANSPORT

We offer transport to and from school for families within the locality. Our buses are 
driven by our own drivers and the children are supervised by our welfare assistants. 
Families using the bus service have the contact details of the welfare assistant who 
will get in contact if the bus is delayed for any reason. 

As the buses operate to a tight timetable we are not able to wait for any child who is 
not at the designated spot on time. 

At the end of the day, the bus staff will hand the children over to you personally at 
your building. In the afternoon, if a designated adult is not there to collect your child 
at the allotted drop off time- your child will remain on the bus and will be brought 
back to school at the end of the bus route.  

Our annual bus charges for 2021-22 are-

One way fees are charged at 75%. 

Location
Annual charges 

(AED)
Dubailand Residence Complex, The Villa, Falcon City, 

Liwan, Mazaya, Dubai Silicon Oasis, Academic City, Villa 
Nova

5,200

Arabian Ranches (1, 2 and 3), Motor City, Sports City, 
Mudon, Town Square, Mira, Damac Hills, Remram, Al 

Barari, Living Legends, Layan, Mirdif, Warsan, Warqaa, 
International City, Nadd Al Sheba, Meydan, Serena Bella 

Casa

6,750

Jumeirah, Tecom, Business Bay, Downtown, Festival City, 
Al Barsha, Jumeriah Golf Estate, Garhood, Akoya Oxygen, 

Dubai Creek and any other locations within Dubai 
7250



UNIFORM- FS1 and 2

We have designed our uniform to be smart and practical. A uniform shop is located on the
school site- please see the school app for details.

FS1 and FS2 children

The school uniform comprises a 
blue polo shirt with school 
shorts/trousers or skort. 

In the cooler months the children 
can wear a school jumper, tank 
top or fleece.

The uniform shop sells Aquila 
school, PE and library bags . 
Families may choose to purchase 
these or send their own bag but 
these must be no bigger than 
40cm x 30cm x 25cm. PE and 
swimming kit should be in a 
separate bag which fits inside 
their school bag. 



UNIFORM- Year 1 to 6

Year 1 to 6 children

The uniform comprises a white 
fitted school shirt designed to be 
worn untucked with school 
shorts/trousers or skort. 

In the cooler months the children 
can wear a school jumper, tank top 
or fleece.

The uniform shop sells Aquila 
school, PE and library bags . 
Families may choose to purchase 
these or send their own bag but 
these must be no bigger than 40cm 
x 30cm x 25cm. PE and swimming 
kit should be in a separate bag 
which fits inside their school bag. 



UNIFORM-FS and primary PE 

All children 

❖All primary children must have an Aquila hat- “no hat no play!” Secondary children can 
wear a hat of their choice. 

❖Apart from in the first term for FS1 children should not come to school wearing their PE 
kit

❖School shoes must be plain black with no logos to be worn with plain socks or tights

❖For PE children need trainers with non-marking soles

❖Children may wear one pair of stud earrings but these must be taken out or covered with 
plasters on PE and swimming days

❖Make up is not permitted

❖Children with long hair must have it tied back

FS and Primary PE and 
swimming kit

The PE kit comprises an Aquila 
polo shirt, shorts and trainers.  

For swimming, children will 
need Aquila swimwear and 
swimming cap. Children also 
need to bring a towel and 
shoes to wear poolside. 

In the cooler months children 
can wear an Aquila school 
tracksuit during their PE 
lesson- the tracksuit is an 
optional item. 



UNIFORM-Years 7, 8 and 9

Years 7, 8 and 9

The uniform comprises a 
striped fitted school shirt 
designed to be worn 
untucked with school 
trousers or a skort.

Year 7, 8 and 9 pupils will 
also wear a school blazer.

The PE kit is different to 
the primary PE kit and 
comprises an Aquila polo 
shirt, shorts and non-
marking trainers. In the 
cooler months pupils can 
wear an Aquila school 
tracksuit during their PE 
lesson- the tracksuit is an 
optional item. 

For swimming, children will 
need Aquila swimwear and 
swimming cap. Children 
also need to bring a towel 
and shoes to wear 
poolside. 

Children will need a school 
bag and a PE bag which 
must fit in the school 
lockers. 



UNIFORM 
PRICES





COMMUNITY, 
ACTION, SERVICE 
ACTIVITIES (CAS)

As pupil choice is an important part of our school, we 
ask the pupils what CAS activities they would like and 
categorise them so there is a range of sporting, 
academic, cultural and creative choices.  These are 
available for pupils in years 1 to 9. We plan to start 
CAS activities a few weeks into the new school year 
based on the most recent covid guidelines.

External Providers 

We are delighted to be working with IFA and SMASH 
sports who organise our external CAS activities and 
our holiday camps.  This year the clubs on offer will 
include- football, gymnastics, swimming, volleyball 
and netball. Sport provision is dependent on 
registered interest.

Music and language tuition

We are excited to partner with the team at Dash Home 
Learning Institute to bring our families the opportunity to 
develop their love of music! Dash Home Learning Institute 
provides online and home learning for musical instruments 
and languages. 
https://dash-hli.com/

https://dash-hli.com/


MUSIC TUITION 
In our school we value music and singing and we are delighted to be able to offer, as well 
as weekly music lessons for all children, individual instrumental tuition for a range of 
instrument. 

Lessons will take place during the school day but we will timetable them where possible 
so the children don’t miss the same lesson each week. 

Lessons will be 20 minutes long and cost 90AED per session. 

Details of how to book will be sent to families in the first week of term. 

Instrument   Who for 

Beginner keyboard lessons From year 1

Voice From year 1 

Recorder From year 1 

Guitar From year 2

Trumpet From year 2

Ukulele From year 4



AFTER SCHOOL 
CARE

FS After School Care (1.45pm-2.45pm)

To make life easier for families with children 
in FS1 and FS2 we are pleased to offer an after 
school care service for one hour every Sunday 
to Wednesday (1.45pm-2.45pm). 

There is a nominal charge for this service of 20 
AED per day.

The children will remain in their class bubble 
during this time in line with the Covid rules. 

Whole School Breakfast and After School Club 

At present we are unable to offer whole school breakfast and after school club as 
the Covid rules currently restrict children from multiple classes mixing. 



TIMES OF THE 
SCHOOL DAY

Children in FS1 and FS2

Gates open at 7.35am.

Between 7.35am and 7.40am FS class 
teachers will be available outside the early 
years reception if any families would like to 
have a quick chat. 

Families can drop their children at the door 
of the early years reception from 7.40am 
and school staff will take them to class-
please ensure you hand your child over to a 
school member of staff.  Children must be in 
class  by 7.50am. Any child arriving in class 
after 7.50am will be recorded as late. 

After initial phasing in, at the end of the day 
children are to be collected from their 
outside classroom door. Children are to be 
collected at 1.45pm Sunday to Wednesday 
and at 1.15pm on a Thursday. 

Children in year 1 

Gates open at 7.35am.

Families can drop their children to their 
allocated entrance- the main entrance from 
7.35am. Children must be in class by 7.50am.  
Any child arriving in class  after 7.50am will 
be registered as late. 

At the end of the day, children in year 1 
should be collected from their outside 
classroom door. The school day will finish at 
2.40pm Sunday to Wednesday and at 1.15pm 
on a Thursday. 



TIMES OF THE 
SCHOOL DAY

Children in year 2 

Gates open at 7.35am.

Families can drop their children to their 
allocated entrance- the main entrance 
from 7.35am. Children must be in class by 
7.50am.  Any child arriving in class after 
7.50am will be registered as late. 

At the end of the day, children should be 
collected from-

their outside classroom door for Harmony, 
Desert and Sunlight class and from outside 
the door opposite the playground 
equipment on the field for Eco and 
Attenborough classes (see map on page 
27)

The school day will finish at 2.40pm Sunday 
to Wednesday and at 1.15pm on a 
Thursday. 

Children in years 3, 4, 5 and 6

Gates open at 7.35am.

Families can drop their children to their 
allocated entrance from 7.35am. 

For children in years 3 4 and 5 this is the 
door at the back of the school opposite the 
bus car park.  For children in year 6 this is 
the door mid way between the main and 
early years entrances (i.e. facing the main 
carpark).

Children must be in class by 7.50am.  Any 
child arriving in class after 7.50am will be 
registered as late. 

At the end of the day, children should be 
collected from their allocated pick up 
place- please see map on page 27. 

The school day will finish at 2.40pm Sunday 
to Wednesday and at 1.20pm on a 
Thursday. 



TIMES OF THE 
SCHOOL DAY

Morning drop off locations 



TIMES OF THE 
SCHOOL DAY

End of day pick up locations 



TIMES OF THE 
SCHOOL DAY

Year 7, 8 and 9 

Gates open at 7.35am.

Families can drop their children to their 
allocated entrance from 7.35am. This is the 
door mid way between the main and early 
years entrances (i.e. facing the carpark).

Children must be in school by 7.50am.  Any 
child arriving after 7.50am will be registered 
as late. 

At the end of the day, children should be 
collected from the auditorium. Pupils in year 
7, 8 and 9 may walk home alone if families 
give approval- please see permission form 
on the school app. 

The school day will finish at 2.40pm Sunday 
to Wednesday and at 1.20pm on a Thursday. 



ASSEMBLIES AND 
BEHAVIOUR

Assemblies 

Every Sunday, children come together- some in person and some online for an assembly on a 
common theme. 

On Thursdays, FS and primary children come together online to celebrate learning and 
achievements and on a rota basis a different class will share some of their amazing learning.  Two 
family members from every pupil in the class assembly are welcome to attend- please enter the 
auditorium through the door facing the car park between 7.40am and 7.50am.  You must show 
your Al Hosn app with double vaccination status or a PCR within the last 48 hours.  There will be 
chairs at the back of the auditorium- socially distanced- for families.  Please remain in your chair-
walking to the front to take photos will not be permitted. If you are unable to attend the assembly, 
it will be available on the google classroom (please use this code to access the classroom- 5cg5q2f)-
by the end of Thursday.

Behaviour

Our full behaviour policy for families can be found on the school website.

Ways we promote positive behaviour and learning-

⮚Verbal praise

⮚Class dojo (for FS)

⮚Golden tickets (from FS2 to year 6)

⮚Golden time (years 1 to 6)

⮚Aquila awards for amazing learning 

⮚Attendance and punctuality awards 

⮚Celebration assemblies

Ways we sanction children for not following our golden rules-

⮚Reflection time (FS1 to year 1)

⮚Red cards (from year 2 up)

⮚White slip (years 7, 8 and 9) 



ATTENDANCE 
AND 
PUNCTUALITY
At The Aquila School every lesson counts so we expect children to be in school on time as 
learning begins straight away. 

If a child is well enough to be in school, then they are well enough to take part in all 
school activities- this includes PE and swimming- unless they have a doctors letter which 
exempts them from this or an obvious injury for example, a broken leg. 

We understand that families occasionally 
run late. In such instances please bring
your child to the main reception- where 
they will be issued with a late pass before 
going to class. 

We celebrate and reward excellent punctuality and attendance both weekly and termly.  
Keep an eye on our weekly newsletter to see which class has the best attendance!

We monitor attendance and punctuality 
very closely and will follow up in cases 
where there is unacceptable tardiness in 
line with our home school contract. 



ATTENDANCE 
AND 
PUNCTUALITY

Sickness

If a child is off sick we ask you to let us know by email (to the class teacher/form tutor 
and reception) by 7.20am on each day of absence. This is so we know that the children 
are safe and we can authorise the absence. If we do not hear from you we will phone you 
so we know your child is safe but the absence would then be recorded as unauthorised. 

Appointments

Medical appointments during the school day will not be authorised as these should be 
scheduled after school time. 

Appointments with regulatory bodies (e.g. embassies) will be authorised during school 
hours if out of hours appointments are not available.

Compassionate leave

If you need to travel for a genuine emergency such as- family bereavement or sickness 
please contact principal@theaquilaschool.com

Holiday leave

In our school, every lesson counts. In line with KHDA regulations, as the school has many 
weeks of closure we will not authorise holidays during term time

Pilgrimage leave

As we respect the Islamic faith all applications for pilgrimage leave will be automatically 
approved. Please email the class teacher/form tutor and reception at least one week in 
advance.

At The Aquila School every lesson counts so we expect children to be in school all day 
every day unless there are exceptional circumstances. 

mailto:principal@theaquilaschool.com


MEDICAL
We have a school nurse and doctor on site all day every day and many of our staff are 
qualified first aiders. Their job is to look after children who are unwell, deal with first aid 
matters and administer medications. 

If your child is unwell during the day, 
the school nurse or doctor will contact you and
may ask you to come and collect your 
child after having discussed the 
situation with you. 

If your child has sickness and/or diarrhoea then please keep them off school for at least 
48 hours from the last episode. 

Similarly if your child has a notifiable illness (e.g. chickenpox, measles, whooping cough, 
scarlet fever, hand foot and mouth etc) please inform the school doctor. 

We recognise that head lice are a community problem in all schools and ask that families 
check and treat their children’s hair. 

The school medical staff will work with the local health authority to arrange vaccinations 
in line with the national routine vaccination program, as well as checks of height and 
weight.  We will of course seek parent consent before this happens. 

If your child has regular or occasional medication, please hand these to the school nurse 
(not the class teacher) who will ask you to sign a consent form before these can be 
administered. 



Covid 
We continue to take the risk of covid 19 very seriously – if a member of your household tests 
positive or your child has been a close contact with an affected case please contact 
principal@theaquilaschool.com immediately, send a copy of the PCR tests and keep your child 
at home. We will then write to you with the next steps. At the time of writing a close contact 
in school means spending 15 minutes or more within one metre of an affected person without 
wearing a mask, within 48 hours of them testing positive or displaying symptoms. 

Each day, upon arrival we ask children to sanitise their hands at the station by the entrance 
door and we check their temperature as they enter.  If your child has a temperature of more 
than 37.5 degrees you will need to take them home. 

If your child has covid 19 symptoms – please do not send them to school – and if your child 
has had a PCR because they have had or have symptoms please do not send them to school 
until the negative result is back and they are symptom free.

Masks
Children from year 2 and up must wear a mask at all times unless eating or taking part in 
physical activity.  A mask exemption permit from DHA is required for anyone unable to wear 
one. 
School premises
Family members may not enter the school building unless they have a pre arranged 
appointment and show their vaccination status or a negative PCR result, taken within 48 hours 
of arrival.  Where meetings are needed these will usually take place online. 

Social distancing 
We will ensure children are socially distanced in line with the most recent guidelines
Other measures to keep children safe include-
 Minimising movements around the school
 Not mixing from different classes/bubbles 
 Providing children from year one up with their own individual stationary set 
 Sanitising equipment that is shared between children between uses 
 Children will have a regular seat for all lessons to minimise the risk of being a close contact

COVID- section 1
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PE and swimming
On PE days children should come to school wearing their full kit. 
Swimming will resume by the beginning of October, we will keep families informed of the 
next steps. 

Trips and visits 
These will be able to take place, we will start these from after October half term. 

CAS activities
These will start in October for children in years 1 to 9, inline with the Covid rules.  Details 
to follow. 

Learning at home 
From the first week of October, like all Dubai schools we will not be providing learning at 
home unless a child cannot come to school due to having Covid, being a close contact or 
their have a DHA certificate for not being able to attend school due to being immuno-
compromised or having specific illness. 

Sports teams 
We will resume sports teams as soon as we can, inline with local regulations. 

Classrooms
Classrooms have been arranged to meet the covid guidelines in terms of sanitization, social 
distancing and day to day routines. FS classes are split in bubbles across two classrooms.  
Year one classes have two bubbles in one room with a physical divider down the middle. 

COVID- section 2



Buses
The regulations allow for bus capacity of up to 100%. Temperatures will be taken on entry 
to the bus in the morning and every children will always have the same seat to minimize 
the risk of being a close contact.  The bus is sanitized after every journey. 

Books 
Older children will bring school books home to complete their homework in. All classes will 
bring home library books and other such as guided reading books in primary.   These will be 
sanitized when returned to school. 

Water 

As water coolers are not allowed to be used by children we ask families to send in an 

ample supply of drinking water each day. 

Food and lunches
The Parrot Café will be serving lunches for children.  Although the regulations allow the 
canteen to be open, the social distancing rules and timetabling mean that for the time 
being children will have lunch in their classrooms. 

COVID- section 3



KEEPING 
CHILDREN SAFE
Dismissal and supervision 
As the care and safety of our children is of paramount importance to us all, children 
from FS1 to year 6 must be collected at the end of the day by a named adult. If your 
child is going to be collected by a different adult to usual (i.e. they are going home with 
a friend and their parent is collecting them) please let the class teacher know before 
school that day.  

Pupils from year 7 up can leave the school premises at the end of the day without an 
adult if they have signed permission.  Please see the form on the school app to apply for 
permission. 

All children using our school bus must have a nominated adult to collect them from the 
bus when it arrives at their home. These adults must be identified on the bus 
subscription form. 

Phones and smart watches 
Children in our primary year groups are not permitted to bring a mobile phone into 
school. 

Pupils from year 7 up are allowed to bring a mobile to school if needed (for example if 
they are walking home by themselves after school).  The mobile must be switched off 
and stored in the child’s bag during the school day.  The school takes no responsibility 
for lost or damaged items. 

Smart watches which allow children to communicate with others either by phone, 
messaging or emailing are not allowed. 



HEALTH AND 
SAFETY
The care and safety of our children is the first point in the job description of every 
member of The Aquila School staff- we take this very seriously. All adults in school are 
issued with a lanyard which is coloured as detailed below.  

Green school staff

Yellow- school contractors

Blue- parents and families

Red- visitors 

All adults must show their lanyard to gain access to the school site.  Please ensure all 
adults who regularly bring your children to and from school have a valid parent/family 
pass, our registrar can assist you with this process. Adults without a lanyard will be issued a 
visitor pass in exchange for valid photographic ID.  Under the current rules only one family 
member can enter the school site at the start and end of the school day and families 
cannot enter the school building unless they have a prior appointment. If you have an 
appointment, upon arrival you will need to show that you are fully vaccinated against Covid 
19 or have had a negative PCR within the last 48 hours. 

Privacy 

Families are welcome to take photographs of their own children at school events but 
please ensure that  photographs are not shared on any social media platforms if they 
contain any other Aquila children.  

Fire alarms

We hold regular fire drills. If you are in school and you hear the alarm, please exit at the 
nearest fire exit and go to the assembly point at the back of the field. 

Parking

The safety of the children is always our priority- as we use various entrances at the start 
and end of the day the car park is not accessible to families. We therefore ask families who 
are driving to school to park and drive safely, sensibly and cautiously to help keep 
everyone safe. There are plenty of parking spaces around the perimeter of the school. 



Our school is well resourced with IT equipment and subscriptions; our children have 
access to iPads and Chromebook in class.  We also have a dedicated computing room 
and Apple Mac studio in our music room.  

In school, we use Google classroom for children to 
collaborate and access online learning. 

These are subscriptions our children have access to in school-

v

These are subscriptions our children have access to both at home and in school- you 
will receive an email with all log in details in when your child joins-

IT SUBSCRIPTIONS 
IN SCHOOL  



FRIENDS OF THE 
AQUILA SCHOOL 
(FOAQS)
As a community school we have an active and supportive family group who-

⮚Support the school by organising community events for our school community

⮚Create and maintain a social and support network for new and existing families

⮚Raise funds for school projects and charities

We welcome all members of our school community to join our FOAQS group.  Our FOAQs 
group meet online on a monthly basis- all meetings are advertised on the school app and 
are open to all family members.

FOAQS email address is foaqs@theaquilaschool.com

mailto:foaqs@theaquilaschool.com


CALENDAR 
2021-2022

TERM 1

Thursday 26th August Online meet the teacher one to one meetings 

Sunday 29th August Term begins for all children 

Wednesday 13th October School closed for children- conferencing 

Sun 24th- Thurs 28th October School closed- half term holiday 

Thursday 9th December Term ends at usual time 

TERM 2 

Sunday 2nd January Term begins for all children 

Sunday 13th - Thursday 17th February School closed- half term holiday 

Thursday 24th March Term ends at usual time 

TERM 3

Sunday 10th April Term begins for all children 

Thursday 7th July Term ends at usual time 

Public holidays will be as announced by the local regulatory body.



KEEPING IN 
CONTACT

We provide a weekly newsletter on the school app which contains: celebrations of school 
achievements, information about what each class will be learning next week and how 
families can help at home as well as what is coming up in our busy school.  This is how 
you will know what your child is learning each week. 

The newsletter is published on our parent communicator app which can be downloaded 
from the app store (search for Szapp (not The Aquila School app), install, once installed 
search for the correct region and then our school).  The app also contains information 
such as the school calendar, trips and visit letters- basically everything you need to keep 
in touch with what is happening in our busy school. The school app is the only way the 
school sends out general information to families. The school will only use email to contact 
families about individual issues. 

Please note that the school does not condone the use of whatsapp groups and any groups 
that do exist having nothing to do with the school. 

The school has a number of social media channels please feel free to follow these-

If you ever need to contact your child’s class teacher please email them and they will 
respond to you within one working day. 

We have four formal conferencing sessions each year where you can discuss your child’s 
learning with their teacher and your child. In addition, there are two written reports each 
year and a monthly open morning where you can come and see your child’s work in class.

Concerns 

If you ever have a concern, in the first instance please contact your child’s class teacher, if 
the issue is not resolved please then contact the relevant phase leader- Miss Evans, Mr
Ahearne, Miss Manning or Miss Connolly 


