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As well as a focus on academic achievement and outstanding progress, we encourage our 

children to be inquisitive and creative and to make their own learning choices. Meaningful 

enquiry-based learning is at the fore. Your child will be inspired by our exciting and creative 

curriculum, which is based on the National Curriculum for England (NCE). 

This curriculum encourages children to direct their own learning through collaborative group 

problem solving. This enables them to apply their skills and knowledge in a meaningful context, 

facilitating the development of essential critical thinking and communication skills. Opportunities 

to understand and celebrate the culture and heritage of the UAE and the diversity of our local 

community are integrated into the curriculum. Learning is authentic. We follow a concept and 

enquiry-based learning approach to ensure maximum engagement in practical learning. 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

 

Our curriculum  

At The Aquila School we understand the importance of children leading their own learning and 

learning through structured play. Our Early Years Foundation Stage children have access to a 

number of learning areas, both indoors and outdoors. The curriculum followed in FS1 and FS2 is 

based on the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum, adapted by our staff to have a global 

dimension and relevance to children living here in the UAE.  

From FS1 the children have the opportunity to take part in weekly PE, swimming and music 

lessons with specialist teachers. Both native and non-native Arabic speakers take part in Arabic 

lessons throughout the week. 

Key learning areas- 

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

• Communication and Language 

• Physical Development 

• Mathematic Development 

• Literacy  

• Understanding the World 

• Expressive Arts and Design 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Primary School 

 

Our curriculum 

The Aquila School is committed to providing children with engaging and relevant learning 

activities that help them make as much progress as possible in all areas of the curriculum and 

prepare them for the next steps in their education - real learning for a real future. The curriculum 

followed in Years 1 to 6 is based on the National Curriculum for England, adapted by our staff to 

have a global dimension and relevance to children living here in the UAE. 

The core of the curriculum is set but teachers are empowered to group areas of learning 

together to create topics which are of interest and of relevance to children in their class. We also 

value cross curricular learning so that children make links between different subjects. In addition, 

we pay equal status to the teaching of Arabic, Islamic, UAE Social Studies and Moral Education 

which make up the local Ministry of Education curriculum. Regardless of the age of a child and 

their previous experiences, our skilful teachers ensure every child learns what they need to learn 

right now. 

 

Year 1 to 6 subjects: 

• English 

• Maths 

• Science 

• Computing 

• History 

• Geography 

• Spanish from Year 3 

• Art and design 

• Design and technology 

• Food technology 

• Music 

• Physical education 

• Swimming 

• Arabic 

• Islamic studies (for our Muslim students) 

• UAE social studies 

• Moral education 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Secondary School 

 

Our curriculum 

The Aquila School (Key Stage 3) will expand to Key Stage 4 in the 2022/2023 academic year. 

The ethos and high levels of pastoral care established in the primary school follows through to 

the secondary school, with young people’s ability to develop resilience, approach challenges 

positively, and work collaboratively for the good of the whole community being central to their 

learning. 

In year 7 and 8, while pupils are taught separately by subject specialist, the approach to teaching 

and learning- active, engaging and relevant continues moving to more structured and formal 

teaching as pupils enter year 9 and beyond.  

We teach the English National Curriculum, together with the Ministry of Education curricular 

requirements, and themes will include teaching in the following subjects. 

 

• Core Subjects: English, maths, science, Arabic, Islamic studies, Moral, social and cultural 

studies. computing, personal, social and health education (PHSE) 

• Foundation Subjects: History, geography, physical education (including swimming), modern 

language (Spanish), art and design, design technology, and music 

Following a broad provision in Key Stage 3, Key Stage 4 students will have the option to select 

options for further study leading to GCSE/ IGCSE examinations in years 10 and 11. 

 

Arabic, Islamic Studies, Moral Education & UAE Social Studies 

 

Learning Arabic is crucial for both cognitive development and the maintenance of cultural 

identity. Our Arabic curriculum is concept- and enquiry-based and founded on the UAE national 

curriculum. Arabic is compulsory for Arab nationals throughout their schooling, and Arabic as a 

foreign language is required for children through to Year 9. 

Islamic studies is compulsory for all Muslim children. Successful learning in these subjects, as any 

other, depends heavily on high quality teaching. Just as we enhance the curriculum in other 

subjects, we also ensure the learning of Arabic is inspiring and relevant to children. Our Arabic 

colleagues work hand-in-hand with English class teachers to ensure a consistent experience for 

children, and equally amazing progress. 


