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Welcome...
From our Head of Secondary

Mr. Benjamin Atkins

Head of Secondary

Dear Family,

We are delighted to be launching our Key Stage 4 programmes for the next academic year. This booklet 
should offer you further information about the curriculum and qualifications your son or daughter will 
study throughout years 10 and 11. Our pathways consist of GCSE, IGCSE, BTEC and ASDAN qualifications to 
ensure that every pupil achieves their potential.

The course descriptors will tell you ‘at a glance’ the areas of study within each subject. The courses listed 
are examples of what pupils may study. Final courses and examination codes will be confirmed later in the 
year once our pupils have had the opportunity to discuss each course with their teacher, and select one 
that links to their interests and talents.

When selecting Key Stage 4 options, you don’t need to worry too much about long-term career 
aspirations. Pupils should select subjects that they enjoy and want to come to school to study. These 
should be subjects that they think they will succeed in, have a passion for and may want to take further.

Pupils should avoid selecting a subject because their friends have chosen it, because they like the teacher 
or because they don’t like the teacher.

Attendance to school is always important, but from year 10 upwards it is vital as it can have an impact on 
grades. Coursework, controlled assessments and portfolios will be completed throughout the year and 
teachers can only dedicate so many hours of lessons to these tasks. Likewise, texts studied in both year 10 
and 11 will feature on the end of year 11 exam, as the exam assesses everything from the two-year course. 
Every lesson really does count.

Our academic qualifications are supplemented with personal development, character building and outdoor 
education. As part of this commitment, we will be launching the Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award 
and running this at Bronze, Silver and Gold levels over years 10 to 13. This is likely to include an overseas 
expedition to fulfil the adventurous journey and residential sections at Gold level.

Our aim is to have amazing learning with safe and happy pupils.

Respect 
We care for everything and everyone

Kindness
We are friendly, generous and considerate

Excellence
Everything we do is of the highest quality

Empowerment
We want you to make choices and decisions

Co-operation
We share and work together

Honesty
We are truthful and sincere
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Vision, Mission
and Values

Lessons that promote enquiry, innovative
 thinking, making decisions and problem solving lead our 
pupils to be independent, creative and resilient learners.

Engaging, memorable and fun lessons, underpinned by 
academic rigour ensure every pupil makes as much 

progress as possible. Teachers are empowered to teach 
pupils what they need to learn right now.

A community school where courtesy and respectful 
relationships are key to our success. Through 

collaboration with families and school connectedness 
our pupils love coming to school and love learning.

We aspire to be the school of choice.

Our pupils are safe, supervised and
well cared for at all times - pupils 

know that the first priority of
every adult in school is their 

well-being.

Respect 
We care for everything and everyone

Kindness
We are friendly, generous and considerate

Excellence
Everything we do is of the highest quality

Empowerment
We want you to make choices and decisions

Co-operation
We share and work together

Honesty
We are truthful and sincere

A happy community school 
with amazing learning at its 

heart, where pupils are 
empowered to make 
choices, engage in 

meaningful learning 
experiences and make 
exceptional progress.

Our Vision

Our Mission

Our Values

We are proud to have been 
rated OUTSTANDING by
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Introduction to the curriculum

What will pupils learn during Key Stage 4?

Core: 
All pupils must follow a ‘core’ curriculum including mathematics, science and English along with Ministry of Education 
Arabic for native Arabic speakers and Islamic Studies for Muslim pupils. 

Options: 
In addition, pupils choose four optional subjects, with support and guidance from staff, families, and information 
contained within this booklet. 

Compulsory non-examination subjects: 
Pupils also study Moral, Social and Cultural Studies and participate in physical exercise in order to promote a healthy 
mind and lifestyle. In year 10 non-native Arabic speakers also study Arabic.

What matters at The Aquila School and how this is 
reflected in our Key Stage 4 offering? 

At The Aquila School we place a large value on being a community school with our families and pupils 
at our heart. We pride ourselves on growing as a school organically, influenced and molded by our 
community to ensure we are the school of choice for you. Our curriculum is challenging but 
enjoyable, exciting but rigorous, strategic but authentic. 

We believe that in order to maintain our vision and mission, we must present our 
families and pupils with a variety of opportunities such as:

Amazing learning to enable pupils make as much progress as possible – reaching
their full potential

Ensuring pupil choice is maintained throughout the curriculum, so that the 
curriculum is linked to the interests and talents of our pupils
Making sure our curriculum is broad, balanced and equitable for all pupils,
and not narrowed

Maintaining strong collaboration with families, ensuring the curriculum is 
suitable for all pupils who attend

Ensuring Pupils are fully prepared for Key Stage 5 through support 
from their teachers

Provide pupils with access to a strong CEIAG (Careers, Education, 
Information, Advice and Guidance) programme, to allow pupils 
to envisage future careers and tailor their pathways to suit 
their interests

At The Aquila School we nurture our pupils from the onset to ensure they love coming to school. We understand that 
between the ages of 14 and 19 educational effort has a large impact on preparing pupils for later life and work, 
therefore we offer our pupils an all-round supportive environment to allow each and every one of our pupils to shine 
and amaze themselves in everything they do. 

When pupils enter year 10, they begin their Key Stage 4 programme of study. Careful planning and preparation is 
required to ensure each pupil follows a course which best suits his or her needs, which in turn allows them to make 
as much progress as possible. In Key Stage 4 our pupils are exposed to a broad and balanced curriculum which 
enables and prepares them to naturally progress into the International Baccalaureate programme at Key Stage 5 (year 
12 and year 13). 



GCSEs and IGCSEs

As your child reaches midway through their 
secondary educational journey, both they and 

your family will have to think about the next stage 
of their educational pathway, to help map and drive 
their progression into higher education. As a school 

we have selected a variety of GCSEs, IGCSEs, BTECs and 
alternative pathway qualifications for our pupils to 

transition upwards from Key Stage 3, ensuring these are 
linked to their interests, aspirations and talents. Our Key Stage 

4 curriculum offering is broad and balanced including both 
academic and creative subjects.

GCSEs (General Certificate of Secondary Education) mark the 
completion of secondary education in the UK and consists of a 

number of examinations and qualifications for pupils aged between 
14 and 16 years old. The IGCSE is the ‘international’ version of the 
GCSE qualification and is available in many countries around the 

world, providing pupils with a gateway to further academic study in 
the UK and beyond. Whilst providing an international perspective, 

IGCSEs retain the same qualities of its UK equivalent. At The Aquila 
School in addition to encouraging our pupils to develop a sense of 

international-mindedness and global awareness, we select the right 
course to ensure our pupils have the most success.

All GCSEs and IGCSEs are linear in nature with final external
examinations taking place at the end of year 11. Examinations 

assess topics studied throughout both year 10 and year 11.

Depending on the examination board chosen by teachers in 
collaboration with the pupils, some of the GCSE and IGCSE courses use
a variety of assessment methods. Some have an element of coursework 

or internal assessment (known as the controlled assessment), which is 
prepared in class but completed under examination conditions in 

school. Although the amount of coursework varies from subject to 
subject, all of it requires pupils to work independently over a period of 

time. It is essential that pupils manage their time effectively from the 
start of their courses to avoid a build-up of coursework deadlines.
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Examination boards and Grades:

There are various examination boards that offer GCSE and
IGCSE qualifications. As a school we will be offering a selection 
of courses which reflect what our pupils would like to do and 

are best suited to them. The examination boards that 
are available for us to use are Pearson Edexcel, AQA, 

Oxford and Cambridge. 

GCSE and IGCSE qualifications are awarded on a grade scale of 
9 (the highest grade) to 1 (the lowest). A grade 4 is classed as
a standard pass (curriculum expectation / old GCSE grade C)

 and a grade 6 or higher is a strong pass (above curriculum 
expectations / old GCSE grade B or higher). 

What
qualifications
do we offer? 

GCSE & IGCSE

>>>
9
8
7

6
5
4

3
2
1

D
E
F
G

B
C

A
A

U U

*



Introduction to BTEC 
Entry Level, Level 1 and 
Level 2 Qualifications 

What are BTEC qualifications? 

What
qualifications
do we offer? 

>>>
BTECs are work-related qualifications suitable for a 
wide range of pupils. They provide a practical, real-world
approach to learning without sacrificing any of the 
essential subject theory. 

BTEC courses and qualifications have existed for over 25 years 
and continue to be developed and updated by, with and for 
industry and in response to the needs of learners. 

There are currently over 60 BTEC qualifications available, 
linked to industry sectors.

BTECs are suitable for pupils aged pre-16 and are designed 
for those who are capable of achieving equivalent to GCSE 
grades 9 to 4 (BTEC Level 2), GCSE grades 3 to 1 (BTEC Level 1) 
and those working towards a GCSE equivalent level of study 
(BTEC Entry Level).

Each BTEC is made up of units. The number of units is dependent on 
the level and size of the BTEC qualification being studied. 

In order to complete each unit, pupils must achieve against a set of outcomes. The assessment criteria
address theory with practical exercises. The assessment process is ongoing, so it allows the pupil to analyse 
and improve their own performance through their course in much the same way as they would
in a real workplace. 

The assessment of BTECs is ongoing and portfolio-based and so often plays to the strength of those
pupils who perform better through ongoing assessments. Furthermore, they can be taken as well as and alongside 
GCSE and IGCSE qualifications. 

BTEC are currently not exam-based qualifications. Exams work well for some pupils but others find them rather 
daunting and struggle to see how they fit into the real world of work. Instead, pupils study real-life, work-based 
case studies and complete projects and assessments, which contribute to achieving each unit studied. 

The projects that pupils undertake form the basis of their unit results which are graded as a Pass, 
a Merit, a Distinction or Distinction Star. 

BTEC qualifications are recognised by schools, colleges, universities,
employers and professional bodies in over 100 countries worldwide. 

BTEC qualifications give pupils the skills they need either to move
on to higher education or to go straight into employment.

Studying a BTEC at Level 2 will be great preparation for
those pupils who want to select the International
Baccalaureate Career-related Pathway (IBCP) in 
Year 12 and 13.

How are BTEC qualifications structured? 

How are BTEC qualifications assessed? 

How can BTEC qualifications be used? 

GCSE & IGCSE
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Scan the QR code
to find out more:



Life Skills: ASDAN

ASDAN (Award Scheme Development and Accreditation Network) is an awarding organisation whose curriculum 
programmes and qualifications help young people develop knowledge and skills for learning, work and life.

ASDAN programmes and qualifications are delivered by over 3,000 secondary schools, special schools,
 colleges, alternative education providers and youth organisations across the UK and in more than 30 countries 

and territories overseas.

ASDAN programmes and qualifications are widely recognised by educators for providing an engaging curriculum 
that empowers pupils through personalised learning and choice. The courses are designed to motivate and 

enhance learners' confidence, self-esteem and resilience. In addition, learners develop core skills in teamwork, 
communication, problem solving, research and self-management. 

Why study ASDAN?
ASDAN is a great pathway for pupils who want to focus on life skills and gain work experience in and out of the 

classroom setting. Pupils are active agents in their learning pathway and are consistently challenged to be 
creative and be leaders in how they want to excel. They may engage in projects that are specific to an area of 

learning or be more general or academic. 

ASDAN’s programmes and qualifications are widely recognised by teachers for providing an engaging 
curriculum that empowers pupils through personalised learning and choice. Courses motivate learners 

through short-term targets and regular recognition of achievement and focus on areas such as teamwork,
problem solving, communication, managing their own learning and performance, and conducting 

research. Pupils undertaking ASDAN courses also develop character traits such as confidence, 
self-esteem, resilience and ambition.

What does it involve? 
ASDAN is a portfolio based programme where pupils, over a decided amount of time, engage in

learning that may take them out of the classroom, applying their learning to the real world. Pupils may find 
themselves taking charge of their own learning by devising a plan or project that best aligns with their 

strengths and interests. In the first few weeks of school, the pupils and the teacher 
may work collaboratively to find the best ASDAN pathway to 

enhance the skills the pupils already have, as well 
as challenge them in areas where they

are hoping to develop. 

As ASDAN is portfolio based, at the end of the year, 
the portfolios get moderated internally or externally 

to ensure that there is evidence of learning and 
mastery. Pupils may use a variety of methods to 

demonstrate learning such as pictures, videos, 
worksheets or graphs. If evidence is insufficient 

to pass, pupils will have the opportunity to 
provide more information or redo a module. 

ASDAN is wonderful for enrichment in providing 
a link to the real world and giving pupils the 

opportunity to see how to consistently apply 
their learning. Some universities in the UK and 
Australia have a conversion programme where 

they accept ASDAN as partial credits. 

Where will this
course take me?

Each BTEC is made up of units. The number of units is dependent on 
the level and size of the BTEC qualification being studied. 

In order to complete each unit, pupils must achieve against a set of outcomes. The assessment criteria
address theory with practical exercises. The assessment process is ongoing, so it allows the pupil to analyse 
and improve their own performance through their course in much the same way as they would
in a real workplace. 

The assessment of BTECs is ongoing and portfolio-based and so often plays to the strength of those
pupils who perform better through ongoing assessments. Furthermore, they can be taken as well as and alongside 
GCSE and IGCSE qualifications. 

BTEC are currently not exam-based qualifications. Exams work well for some pupils but others find them rather 
daunting and struggle to see how they fit into the real world of work. Instead, pupils study real-life, work-based 
case studies and complete projects and assessments, which contribute to achieving each unit studied. 

The projects that pupils undertake form the basis of their unit results which are graded as a Pass, 
a Merit, a Distinction or Distinction Star. 

BTEC qualifications are recognised by schools, colleges, universities,
employers and professional bodies in over 100 countries worldwide. 

BTEC qualifications give pupils the skills they need either to move
on to higher education or to go straight into employment.

Studying a BTEC at Level 2 will be great preparation for
those pupils who want to select the International
Baccalaureate Career-related Pathway (IBCP) in 
Year 12 and 13.

FIND OUT MORE
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What courses are on offer? 

Core non-examined: 
Moral, Social and Cultural Studies and 
Physical education 

All subject to minimum enrolment

Though every attempt will be made to offer 
the courses shown in this booklet, in exceptional
circumstances (such as insufficient numbers 
choosing the subject or staffing restrictions) 
some courses may not be offered in the final 
choices. 

Should you require any further information 
at this time, please contact your child’s 
form tutor or our Head of Secondary.

Key Stage 4 Options
GCSEs

Art and design 
Business
Computer science* 
Design Technology 
Drama 
English Literature* 
Environmental Science 
Geography 
History 
IT 
Music 
Physical education 
Separate Sciences* 
Spanish  

BTECs

Hospitality
IT

Alternative pathways

ASDAN
Entry level certificates 
Unit award scheme

Courses listed are
examples of what pupils 

may study. Final courses and 
examination codes will be 

confirmed once our pupils have 
had the opportunity to discuss 
each course with their teacher, 
and select one that links to the 

interests and talents of
 our pupils. 

Key Stage 4 Core
Until the end of Year 10

Arabic for non-native speakers

Until the end of Year 11

GCSEs 
English: First or Second Language
Mathematics
Combined science

Ministry of Education
Arabic for native speakers 
Islamic studies (for Muslim pupils)

*Subject to invitation
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Level 2 Language 
Qualifications

Qualifications are also available to be sat in a 
range of home languages at Level 2 (GCSE and 

IGCSE). Level 2 Literature qualifications are also 
available in some languages. 

The Aquila School will assist and support families in 
attaining a home language qualification should they wish. 

These will be studies outside of the school curriculum and in 
addition to the examination fee, additional costs may apply for 

specialist speaking examiners. Parents should speak with the 
languages department for further information.

Afrikaans

Arabic

Bahasa Indonesia

Bengali

Chinese (Spoken Cantonese)

Chinese (Spoken Mandarin)

Dutch

French

German

Greek

Gujarati

Hebrew (Biblical)

Hebrew (Modern)

Hindi

Indonesian

IsiZulu

Italian

Japanese

Korean

Malay

Panjabi

Persian

Polish

Portuguese

Russian

Spanish

Swahili

Thai

Turkish

Urdu



Ministry of
Education 
Equivalency
As a resident of the UAE, there are certain educational
requirements that all pupils must comply with in order to meet 
the compulsory conditions requested by the Ministry of Education. 
These compulsory requirements include: 

•    They must complete Year 13
•    All Non-Arab pupils study Arabic B until the end of Year 10 
•    All Arab pupils must study and pass Arabic A until the end of Year 13
•    All Muslim pupils must study and pass Islamic Education in Year 13

Year 11

•    They must have 5 GCSE’s A*-E

Year 13

•    International Baccalaureate Diploma

 •    Pupils should be awarded the full IB Diploma

•    International Baccalaureate Certificates

 •    5 subjects at Standard Level
 •    3 subjects at Standard Level and 1 at Higher Level
 •    2 subjects at Standard Level and 2 at Higher Level
 •    3 subjects at Higher Level and 1 at Standard Level
        -   All subjects should have a pass of Grade 4 or above. One Grade 3 is permitted.
        -   English and mathematics must be included at any standard

•    International Baccalaureate Career Certificate

 •    2 subjects at any level (Higher or Standard) at Grade 4 and above
 •    Pass the IBCP core elements
 •    Pass an approved vocational qualification

Source: UAE Ministerial Resolution No. (199) in 2019

Please Note: Families should check requirements for their home country if equivalency is required.
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You are successful at it.

It interests you.

This subject may help form the beginning 
of your career aspirations .

You think the subject looks like an easy option - 
all courses have a similar level of difficulty. 

Your friend is doing a subject and you would like to be 
with them. He or she may have different abilities and 
different career plans. They may also be in a different 

group to you. You can still see them in school – 
don’t worry, we are a community.

You like the teacher you have this year. It is possible 
that you will have a different teacher next year, 
but not to worry, we ensure all of our teachers 

are amazing at what they do.

In summary:

At The Aquila School we want to ensure our pupils are supported from the get-go  and are fully prepared to make 
the right choices for them!
 
There are many elements one should consider when making their option selections – for some it  may be easy, for 
some it may be hard, but our team are here to help guide our pupils in the right direction to ensure they canreach 
their desired outcome and full potential. 

Year 12 and 13 study

One thing to consider of course is if you wish to continue study in a subject area, is to check the requirements for 
later stages of your child’s educational pathway. For some subjects, it is possible to study them at IB Diploma level, 
even if you do not choose them at GCSE. This includes subjects like: Business Studies, Economics, Media, 
Psychology, Drama, Physical Education and Information Technology. However, pupils considering the full IB 
Diploma will need to continue to study Spanish at GCSE level.
 

Aptitude and performance

It is important to consider how well a pupil is likely to perform on a given Key Stage 4 course, particularly as GCSEs 
and IGCSEs are challenging. Pupils should showcase their talents – something we always encourage here at Aquila. 
Our team are here to guide pupils with their selection choice, to ensure pupils make the best decisions for 
themselves and make progress. 

Interest

At The Aquila School we have always encouraged pupils to speak up about their interests. Our curriculum is 
tailored to these as it enhances engagement and interest in a subject. If pupils have a passion for, or simply just 
enjoy a subject, they are usually more inclined and motivated to study that subject. Ultimately if a pupil makes a 
selection of subjects which play best to their strengths and interests, their chances of completing two years of 
study successfully and enjoyably increase significantly. 

 

Careers programme 
at Aquila

At The Aquila School we have a strong Careers, 
Education, Information, Advice and Guidance 
(CEIAG) programme to prepare pupils for the 
next part of their education, employment and 
training. We have implemented this scheme 
from Year 7, to ensure all pupils 
are exposed to all possible career 
aspirations. 

The primary aim of the CEIAG programme is 
to provide all of our pupils with the 
knowledge and skills necessary to make 
such decisions about their career paths.

The Careers team will give pupils an insight 
into career areas where there may be a 
deficit or demand, future careers which 
haven’t even been thought of and also 
those careers our pupils may have 
envisaged since a young age. 

Guidelines for making choices

Do choose a subject if:

Do not choose a subject if:

13



14

Conversations for the whole family

UniFrog
Unifrog is an online platform that allows pupils to explore different career, 
post-16 and post-18 option courses as well as apprenticeship options.
Unifrog brings all the available information into one single, impartial, 
user-friendly platform that helps pupils to make the best choices and submit 
the strongest university or college. All pupils in secondary at The Aquila School 
have access to Unifrog to:

•  Explore what subjects they would be interested in studying and how these 
   choices can lead to different career paths and higher education.

•  Discover and sign up to online courses in areas that they’re interested in.

•  See what is needed to make a successful application to a College/University.

•  Explore how to successfully apply to an apprenticeship or university course, 
   including universities abroad.

 
1. Should I base my options on what I enjoy? 

2. Should I choose a subject because I like the teacher? 

3. Should I choose a subject because my friends are doing it? 

4. How much should money and future salary be a factor when I’m 
 choosing my options? 

5. Whose advice should I listen to when choosing options? 

6. Are my IB choices affected by the KS4 choices I make now? 

7. Do universities care about which KS4 options you choose? 

8. Should I think about how courses are marked when
 choosing my options? 

9. What’s the difference between the sciences?

10. How important is it to get good grades in my    
 courses? 

11. How useful is advice from online pupli forums? 

12. Once I’ve come up with a final list of options, 
 does it look balanced? 

13. Will I ever regret my choices? 

Through our
extensive well-being and 

pastoral care programme we 
use academic support tools 
in school to help children 

answer these questions and 
together with families we will 
guide our pupils to the right 

choice for them.

There are many questions to be asked & answered during Year 9 of a pupil’s school 
journey. Here are some starting points for pupils to begin the discussions at home:
There are many questions to be asked & answered during Year 9 of a pupil’s school 
journey. Here are some starting points for pupils to begin the discussions at home:

FIND OUT MORE



At International Schools Partnership (ISP), learning is at the heart of everything we do, 
and we aim to provide the best learning opportunities possible! As part of the pupils'
journey, we genuinely believe that it is essential they can experience learning outside 

of the classroom and connect with other ISP pupils worldwide.
 

As a global group of schools, our pupils have access to a broader international community, 
providing additional learning and cultural opportunities within a safe and secure environment.

 

International
Learning

Opportunities with ISP

Life Changing ISP International
Opportunities for puplis

beyond the classroom

ISP 
Model United
Nations

ISP
Virtual Buddy 
Ex

ISP
 Buddy 
Exchange

change

Experience 
different
cultures

Cultivate long-term 
friendships with 

pupils from other 
countries

Offer pupils the
chance to come 

together and 
interact digitally

Develop their
language and 

communication 
skills

All of the programmes share several main objectives and aim 
to provide memorable experiences that enable our pupils to:

50,000
Students

7,500 56
Schools

16
Countries

16
Curricula

15



PROUD TO DELIVER

Duke of
Edinburgh’s 
International
Award

My DofE has made 
me realise I can 

be whoever I want 
to be.

Jay, Gold Award holder 
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What is a Duke of Edinburgh’s 
International Award?  

Like Jay, many young people find achieving a Duke of Edinburgh (DofE) 
International Award life-changing. A fun adventure and major challenge, 
three progressive Award levels (Bronze, Silver and Gold) and a wide range 
of activities offer endless possibilities to anyone aged 14 to 24. 

Millions of young people in the UK have already taken part in the world’s 
leading youth achievement award – pushing personal boundaries, gaining 
new skills and enhancing their CVs and university applications. Time to get 
involved and go the extra mile.

Award levels and timings

There are three levels in the programme you can do which, when successfully 
completed, lead to a Bronze, Silver or Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s International 
Award. The main differences between them are the minimum length of time 
they take to complete, how challenging they are and the minimum age you can 
start. 

Award sections

Adventurous, caring, sporty, creative, however you might describe yourself, 
this International Award is for you. It is difficult to list all the benefits of the 
DofE International, but you should definitely know how much fun you’ll have, 
and how pushing yourself to do new things will help you to grow in confidence 
and develop useful skills. Why meeting new people will inspire you and lead to 
lasting friendships. And how a DofE International Award can give you the edge 
when you apply for college, university or a job. Put simply, the Award is about 
helping you along the path to a productive and prosperous future. As many 
of our participants say, it’s life-changing.

The Aquila School will be registered to offer The Duke of Edinburgh’s 
International Award from Year 10 upwards.



Written examination

Practical examination

Practical assignments

Oral examination

Modular tests/ unit exams

Portfolio of evidence

Controlled assessment

A written paper taken at the end of the course which is set and marked by the 
examination board.

A test of practical skills (e.g. performance in a sport for PE, performing in music 
etc.) taken under examination conditions at the end of the course.

A test of practical skills taken during the course as part of class work, set and 
marked by the teacher.

A test of speaking skills taken under examination conditions at intervals 
throughout the course, prevalent in modern languages.

Formal examinations set and marked by the examination board at points 
throughout the course.

A record of work over the period of the course showing the development of 
knowledge and understanding. This is submitted as part of the overall grade.

A form of internal assessment where the controlled levels for each assessment 
stage have been defined by the examination boards. These are extremely 
important assessments towards the final grade.

Timeline for making choices

Methods of assessment
What does it all mean?

We issue options booklet and letter

Meeting for families at 8 and 4 – details tbc

Individual conferences – school, family
and child to discuss

Last day for families to submit preferences

 September

 September

 October

 October

Please note that in line with other independent schools in Dubai, The Aquila School charges additional fees for 
all external examinations. Families will receive invoices which will cover fees for language and I/GCSE 
examinations. Re-sits will be charged as an additional cost (should they be required). Pupils, who have special 
requirements (i.e. a reader/scribe), may also incur additional charges.

It is not possible for The Aquila School to include these charges in the general school fees as each individual 
pupil incurs different costs.

Examination fees:
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Examples of course 
specifications

we offer

GCSE and IGCSEs

Core Subjects



IGCSE Combined Science 
(Double Award) 9-1 4SD0
(example specification)

Course 
overview:

Biology:
Edexcel IGCSE Biology enables learners to better understand the impact that biology has on our 
lives and its relevance to all life on Earth. Throughout the course, pupils study a range of living 
organisms, the life processes they carry out, the effects that these life processes may have on our 
health, and the responsibilities which we have towards other organisms. IGCSE Biology provides 
the perfect pathway for further study in the exciting and rapidly developing subject area of 
biological sciences.
Chemistry:
Edexcel IGCSE Chemistry allows pupils to understand the principles of life and the world around 
them through the study of the smallest structures known to man. This means everything from 
the atomic structure all the way to the composition of the atmosphere and amount of oxygen we 
breathe in every day. Students are taken through 4 immersive topics in total which prepares them 
brilliantly for further study after GCSE.
Physics: 
Edexcel IGCSE Physics supports learners to understand how theoretical and mechanical physics 
enters our lives to build the technology and engineering that surrounds the world we live in. 
There are 8 topics that include a wide variety such as the discovery of the atom, electricity 
and magnetism, forces and motion, radiation and astrophysics. Learners will gain a deep and 
meaningful understanding of key equations, principles and theories that literally make the world go 
round. They will be well prepared for future studies having gained an appreciation of experimental, 
investigative and mathematical techniques used throughout the course.

Assessment: 

Potential 
careers 
include: 

This IGCSE will allow pupils to have the skills required to progress into the following fields: 
medicine, veterinary practice and nursing, teaching, engineering, pharmaceuticals, physiotherapy, 
sports science, nursing, marine biology, geology, surveying and more.

Biology:
Externally assessed paper.
Candidates take:
Paper 1: 
2 hours
33.3 % of total grade, 110 
marks available
The paper is assessed through 
a 2 hour written examination. 
A mixture of different 
question styles, including 
multiple choice, short answer, 
calculations and extended 
open written response. 
A calculator may be used.

Chemistry:
Externally assessed paper.
Candidates take:
Paper 1: 
2 hours
33.3% of total grade, 110 
marks available
The paper is assessed through 
a 2 hour written examination.
A mixture of different 
question styles, including 
multiple choice, short answer, 
calculations and extended 
open written response. 
A calculator may be used.

Physics: 
Externally assessed paper.
Candidates take:
Paper 1: 
2 hours
33.3% of total grade, 110 
marks available
The paper is assessed through 
a 2 hour written examination.
A mixture of different 
question styles, including 
multiple choice, short answer, 
calculations and extended 
open written response. 
A calculator may be used.

Courses listed are examples of what pupils may study. Final courses and examination codes will be 
confirmed later in the year once our pupils have had the opportunity to discuss each course with 
their teacher, and select one that links to the interests and talents of the pupils. 



IGCSE English as a
Second Language 4ES1 (9-1)  
(example specification)

Courses listed are examples of what pupils may study. Final courses and examination codes will be 
confirmed later in the year once our pupils have had the opportunity to discuss each course with 
their teacher, and select one that links to the interests and talents of the pupils. 

Course 
overview:

The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable pupils to develop: 
• an understanding of a wide variety of complex reading texts, recognising implicit meaning and 

adapting own style and speed of reading to different texts and purposes 
• an understanding of standard spoken language, whether live or broadcast, on both unfamiliar and 

familiar topics normally encountered in personal, social, academic or vocational contexts 
• the ability to write clear, well-structured texts using an appropriate style, highlighting relevant 

salient issues, expanding and supporting points of view with supporting arguments (where relevant) 
and showing controlled use of organisational patterns, connectors and cohesive devices 

• the ability to express themselves fluently, spontaneously and appropriately in a range of speaking 
contexts with little obvious searching for expressions or use of avoidance strategies

• the skills necessary for further study or employment, either in English-speaking countries or 
where English is used as the main medium of communication for business and commerce 

• an understanding of the nature of language in different cultural contexts in order to build up 
competence in communication

Assessment: Paper 1: Reading and Writing
2-hour examination – 100 marks (50 marks for reading, 50 marks for writing) – 66.66% of the total 
qualification

Reading 
Passages will be taken from a variety of sources, including fiction, and may include factual information, 
explanation, opinions and biographical writing. 
Part 1 –  Skimming and scanning skills. 
Part 2 – Read for both gist and detail.
Part 3 – Read for both gist and detail, follow a line of argument or discussion, and identify attitudes and 
               opinions in the text. 
Part 6 – Read for details to be included in the summary writing (see Writing section below).

Writing 
Part 4 – Short piece of writing in response to a given situation. The writing can take the form of a letter, 
               email or postcard and students may have to both provide information and ask for required 
               information. 
Part 5 – Factual piece of writing based on own knowledge and interests. The writing can take the form 
               of a report or article.
Part 6 – Respond to one or two short texts, approximately 500 words in total, and produce a summary 
               for a given purpose and reader.

Paper 2: Listening
50-minute examination – 40 marks – 33.33% of the total qualification

Part 1 –  Listening to short extracts; identifying the item, place or event being described. 
Part 2 – Listening for detailed information. 
Part 3 – Following a discussion or argument; identifying attitude and opinions of speakers; following  
               instructions. 
Part 4 – Listening to a complex argument or discussion; understanding the overall message; identifying 
               attitudes and opinion.

Potential 
careers 
include: 

This IGCSE will allow pupils to have the skills required to progress into the following fields: media-
related careers, publishing, law, marketing, advertising, theatre-related careers, teaching, careers 
needing communication skills generally. English qualifications are very important for entry to all courses 
in Higher Education and to employers.



IGCSE English Language A (9-1) 4EA1 
(example specification)

Courses listed are examples of what pupils may study. Final courses and examination codes will be 
confirmed later in the year once our pupils have had the opportunity to discuss each course with 
their teacher, and select one that links to the interests and talents of the pupils. 

Course 
overview:

The Edexcel IGCSE English Language course consists of a series of engaging texts from a diverse 
selection of writers. This qualification encourages pupils to develop a wide-ranging vocabulary, write 
effectively and use correct grammar, spelling and punctuation in their work. 

In addition, pupils will develop the ability to communicate clearly, accurately and effectively, both 
verbally and in their written work; they will refine and construct their ideas through their in-class 
discussions. Through the study of the Edexcel anthology, pupils will gain a greater understanding of the 
impact and importance of these text-types during the course. 

Course 
content: 

The English Language IGCSE develops the learner’s ability to successfully and independently 
read, interpret and evaluate a vast range of engaging and enriching literary texts including poetry, 
autobiographical excerpts and prose extracts from a diverse selection of writers.

As we progress further into the digital age of technology where the platform of mass media 
communication is becoming increasingly more prominent, the course focuses on non-fiction text for 
our 21st century learners. Pupils will gain a greater understanding of the impact and importance of a 
wide-ranging collection of text-types during the course. Understanding what makes them individually 
successful as a written form and drawing on these examples pupils will develop their own pieces.

Assessment: Paper 1: Reading and Writing paper (examination)

Section A: Reading- A mixture of short and long-answer questions (including a compare and contrast 
                    extended piece) related to a contemporary non-fiction text from part one of the Pearson 
                    Edexcel International GCSE English Anthology and one previously unseen extract. Total of 45 
                    marks. 

Section B: Transactional Writing- One 45 mark writing task, from a choice of two involving a given 
                    audience, form or purpose.

Paper 2:     Poetry and Prose Texts and Imaginative Writing (coursework)

Section A: One 30 mark essay question based on any two poetry or prose texts from the Pearson 
                    Edexcel International GCSE English Anthology, including a 6-mark commentary on why these  
                    texts were selected.

Section B: One 30 mark imaginative writing task.

Skills: The Edexcel IGCSE in English Language enables pupils to:
• Read a wide range of texts fluently and with good understanding
• Read critically and use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve their own writing
• Write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately
• Use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell accurately
• Acquire and apply a wide vocabulary alongside knowledge and understanding of grammatical 

terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language
• Listen to and understand spoken language, and use spoken Standard English effectively. Spoken 

language will be reported as a separate grade on the pupil’s certificate

Potential 
careers 
include: 

This IGCSE will allow pupils to have the skills required to progress into the following fields: media-
related careers, publishing, law, marketing, advertising, theatre-related careers, teaching, careers 
needing communication skills generally. English qualifications are very important for entry to all courses 
in Higher Education and to employers.



IGCSE Mathematics A (9-1) 4MA1 
(example specification)

Courses listed are examples of what pupils may study. Final courses and examination codes will be 
confirmed later in the year once our pupils have had the opportunity to discuss each course with 
their teacher, and select one that links to the interests and talents of the pupils. 

Course 
overview:

The Edexcel IGCSE mathematics specification A qualification allows pupils to develop their 
problem-solving skills by translating problems in mathematical or non-mathematical contexts, 
at both Higher and Foundation tiers.

Pupils will develop reasoning skills through exercises such as presenting arguments and 
proofs, and making deductions and drawing conclusions from mathematical information.

Course 
content: 

The purpose of this qualification is to:

• Provide evidence of pupils’ achievements against demanding and fulfilling content, to give 
pupils the confidence that the mathematical skills, knowledge and understanding that 
they will have acquired during the course of their study are as good as that of the highest 
performing jurisdictions in the world.

• Provide a strong foundation for further academic and vocational study and for 
employment, to give pupils the appropriate mathematical skills, knowledge and 
understanding to help them progress to a full range of courses in further and higher 
education.

The course content includes:
• Number
• Algebra
• Geometry
• Statistics

Assessment: The IGCSE Mathematics course is entirely externally assessed. All components are set and 
marked by Edexcel. 

There are two papers each pupil will sit for the ICGSE in mathematics. Each paper equates 
to 50% of the total IGCSE. Each paper is assessed through a two hour examination which 
is externally set and marked by Pearson. A total number of marks for each paper is 100. A 
calculator may be used in the examination.
Foundation and higher tier papers are available and will be determined based on the pupil’s 
needs.

Skills: The aims and objectives of the Edexcel Specification A IGCSE (9–1) in mathematics are to 
enable pupils to:

• Develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and 
concepts 

• Acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems
• Enjoy using and applying mathematical techniques and concepts, and become confident
• in using mathematics to solve problems
• Appreciate the importance of mathematics in society, employment and study
• Demonstrate problem-solving skills by translating problems in mathematical or non-

mathematical contexts into a process or a series of mathematical processes.

Potential 
careers 
include: 

Almost all jobs and careers require you to have mathematics GCSE but there are also many 
careers in which you would make a lot of use of your mathematics. These include business 
management, psychology, banking, ICT, engineering and medicine, to name just a few. You will 
also find that you will need a 5-9 grade for entry to most university courses.





Examples of course 
specifications

we offer

GCSE and IGCSEs

Options



GCSE Art & Design 
(example specification)

Courses listed are examples of what pupils may study. Final courses and examination codes will be 
confirmed later in the year once our pupils have had the opportunity to discuss each course with 
their teacher, and select one that links to the interests and talents of the pupils. 

Course 
content: 

Assessment: 

Skills: 

Possible 
careers 
include: 

This IGCSE will allow pupils to have the skills required to progress into the following fields: Fashion 
design, Graphic design, Theatre designer, Animator, Video game designer, Illustrator, Museum curator, 
Photographer, Architect, Product design, Textiles design, Ceramics, Advertising, Publishing, Interior 
design, Fashion and media journalism, Hair and make-up design, Retail design, Exhibition design, 
Jewellery design, Artist, Visual media, Teaching. 

Pupils are required to develop knowledge, 
understanding and skills relevant to their chosen 
title through integrated practical, critical and 
contextual study that 
encourages direct engagement with 
original works and practice.
Pupils may work in any medium or combination 
of media. They can work entirely in digital media 
or entirely in non-digital media, or in a mixture 
of both, provided the aims and assessment 
objectives are met. 
Pupils must learn through practical experience 
and demonstrate knowledge and understanding 
of sources that inform their creative intentions. 
Intentions should be realised through purposeful 

engagement with visual language, visual 
concepts, media, materials and the application of 
appropriate techniques and working methods.
There are six titles offered in this specification. 
Pupils must choose one or more of the titles 
below for study. 
1.   Art, craft and design 
2.  Fine art 
3.  Graphic communication 
4.  Textile design 
5.  Three-dimensional design 
6.  Photography 
Pupils must develop and apply the knowledge, 
understanding and skills in the subject content in 
ways appropriate to their chosen title.

Pupils develop and apply the skills listed below 
to realise personal intentions relevant to their 
chosen title(s) and related area(s)
of study. 
Pupils must demonstrate the ability to: 
• develop their ideas through investigations 

informed by selecting and critically 
• analysing sources 
• apply an understanding of relevant practices 

in the creative and cultural industries to 
• their work 
• refine their ideas as work progresses through 

experimenting with media, materials, 
techniques and processes 

• record their ideas, observations, insights 
and independent judgements, visually 
and through written annotation, using 

appropriate specialist vocabulary, as work 
progresses 

• use visual language critically as appropriate 
to their own creative intentions and chosen 
area(s) of study through effective and safe 
use of: 
• media 
• materials 
• techniques 
• processes 
• technologies 

• use drawing skills for different needs and 
purposes, appropriate to context 

• realise personal intentions through sustained 
application of the creative process

Portfolio
What’s assessed?
A portfolio that in total shows explicit coverage 
of the four assessment objectives. It must include 
a sustained project evidencing the journey from 
initial engagement to the realisation of intentions 
and a selection of further work undertaken 
during the pupils course of study. 

How it’s assessed 
• No time limit 
• 96 marks 

• 60% of GCSE

Externally set assignment
What’s assessed?
Pupils respond to their chosen starting point 
from an externally set assignment paper relating 
to their subject title, evidencing coverage of all 
four assessment objectives. 

How it’s assessed 
• Preparatory period followed by 10 hours of 

supervised time 
• 96 marks 

• 40% of GCSE

Both forms off assessment are non-exam 
assessment (NEA) set and marked by the school 
and moderated by AQA during a visit. 

Though every attempt will be made to offer the courses shown in this booklet, in exceptional circumstances (such as 
insufficient numbers choosing the subject or staffing restrictions) some courses may not be offered in the final choices. 
Should you require any further information at this time, please contact your child’s form tutor or our Head of Secondary.



IGCSE Business Studies (9-1) 4BS1 
(example specification)

Course 
overview:

Edexcel IGCSE Business Studies is accepted by universities and employers all over the world and indicates 
an understanding of business concepts and techniques across a range of different types of businesses.
In this subject, pupils will learn the theories and techniques that are used to make decisions in business 
organisations. Making correct decisions is crucial, therefore knowledge of the techniques obtained 
throughout the course will be of great benefit to management. IGCSE Business Studies is a valuable 
qualification for any pupil aiming to continue studying this subject at a higher level or for those thinking of a 
career in accounting, banking, finance, personnel, retail management or general administration.

Course 
content: 

Assessment: Paper 1: Investigating small businesses - Written examination, 1hr30mins - 
50% of final qualifcation (80 marks).
This paper will draw on topics taken from the whole of the subject content.
The question scenarios are based on a small business – up to 49 employees. 
Questions are a mixture of multiple-choice, short-answer, data response and open-ended questions. A 
calculator may be used. 

Paper 2: Investigating large businesses - Written examination, 1hr30mins -
50% of final qualification (80 marks). 
This paper will draw on topics taken from the whole of the subject content.
The question scenarios are based on a large business – more than 250 employees.
Questions are a mixture of multiple-choice, short-answer, data-response and open-ended questions.

Skills: The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable pupils to:
• develop an interest in and enthusiasm for the study of business
• develop an understanding of business concepts, business terminology, business objectives
• and the integrated nature of business activity
• understand how the main types of business are organised, financed and operated
• develop and apply knowledge, understanding and skills to contemporary business issues in a
• wide range of businesses from small enterprises to large multinationals and businesses operating 
• in local, national and global context
• develop critical-thinking and enquiry skills to distinguish between facts and opinion, calculating, 

interpreting and evaluating business data, to help build arguments and make
• informed judgements
• develop an understanding of the dynamics of business activity and the related considerations of ethics 

and sustainability for global businesse.

Possible 
careers 
include: 

This course will help you in higher and further education courses. It will also be helpful in careers such as 
accountancy, law, marketing, leisure and tourism or management.
Having successfully completed the IGCSE Business course would provide pupils with an excellent grounding 
for the AS/A Level Business Studies or the BTEC National Diploma in Business.

All pupils study the following topics.

1. Business activity and 
influences on business 
This section covers the various 
objectives of a business, 
changing business environments 
and the criteria for judging 
success. The focus is on the 
importance of having clear 
business objectives and how the 
business environment provides 
opportunities for, and imposes 
constraints on, the pursuit of 
these objectives.

2. People in business
This section looks at people 
in organisations, focusing on 
their roles, relationships and 
management in business.

3. Business finance
This section explores the use 
of accounting and financial 
information as an aid to decision 
making.

4. Marketing
This section focuses on 
identifying and satisfying 
customer needs in a changing 
and competitive international 
environment.

5. Business operations
This section examines
the way organisations 
use and manage 
resources to produce 
goods and services.

Courses listed are examples of what pupils may study. Final courses and examination codes will be 
confirmed later in the year once our pupils have had the opportunity to discuss each course with 
their teacher, and select one that links to the interests and talents of the pupils. 

Though every attempt will be made to offer the courses shown in this booklet, in exceptional circumstances (such as 
insufficient numbers choosing the subject or staffing restrictions) some courses may not be offered in the final choices. 
Should you require any further information at this time, please contact your child’s form tutor or our Head of Secondary.



IGCSE Computer Science 4CP0 (9-1) 
(example specification)

Courses listed are examples of what pupils may study. Final courses and examination codes will be 
confirmed later in the year once our pupils have had the opportunity to discuss each course with 
their teacher, and select one that links to the interests and talents of the pupils. 

Though every attempt will be made to offer the courses shown in this booklet, in exceptional circumstances (such as 
insufficient numbers choosing the subject or staffing restrictions) some courses may not be offered in the final choices. 
Should you require any further information at this time, please contact your child’s form tutor or our Head of Secondary.

Course 
overview:

This IGCSE course in Computer Science encourages pupils to develop computational thinking skills it 
provides pupils with the opportunity to operate confidently in today’s digital world, enabling students to 
apply computational thinking in context, across both written and practical examinations.
Pupils will learn not just the theory but also how to apply the subject practically through problem solving 
by thinking creatively and logically, creating algorithms and writing these in code as computer programs. 
This course is of an academic nature and would benefit pupils who would be targeted at a Grade 5/6 
and above in Mathematics. For a similar alternative please see the BTEC IT qualification or GCSE IT.

Course 
content: 

Understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, including 
abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms and data representation. Analyse problems in 
computational terms through practical experience of solving such problems, including designing, writing 
and debugging programs. Think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically. Understand 
the components that make up digital systems, and how they communicate with one another and with 
other systems. Understand the impacts of digital technology on the individual and to wider society. 
Apply mathematical skills relevant to computer science.

Assessment: This IGCSE qualification will be graded and certificated on a 9 grade scale from 9 to 1 using the total 
subject mark where 9 is the highest grade. Individual components are not graded.

Paper 1: Principles of Computer Science (Written examination, 2 hours) - 50% of the final 
qualification. 80 marks.
The paper consists of multiple-choice, short open-response, open-response and extended open-
response answer questions.

Paper 2: Application of Computational Thinking (Practical examination, 3 hours) - 50% of the final 
qualification. 80 marks.
The paper consists of multiple-choice, short open-response, open-response, extended-open response 
answer and task-based questions. 
The task-based questions will be carried out using a computer system under supervision. All other 
questions requiring a written response will be answered in the paper.

Skills: The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable pupils to: 

• understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, including 
abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms and data representation 

• analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving such problems, 
including designing, writing and debugging programs 

• think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically 
• understand the components that make up digital systems, and how they communicate with one 

another and with other systems 
• understand the impacts of digital technology to the individual and to wider society 
• apply mathematical skills relevant to computer science

Possible 
careers 
include: 

Computer Science is very much in demand everywhere as the subject covers so much of our lives. This 
course will provide a GCSE that will help pupils progress onto many A level choices in the STEM field.



IGCSE Design and Technology 8552 
(example specification) 

Courses listed are examples of what pupils may study. Final courses and examination codes will be 
confirmed later in the year once our pupils have had the opportunity to discuss each course with 
their teacher, and select one that links to the interests and talents of the pupils. 

Course 
overview:

The Cambridge IGSCE Design and Technology syllabus enables pupils to identify, consider and solve 
problems through creative thinking, planning and design, and work with a variety of different media, 
materials and tools. 

Pupils are able to gain a greater technical and design understanding, while developing skills such as 
initiative, resourcefulness, enquiry and ingenuity. They also develop the communication skills central to 
design making and evaluation. 

Cambridge IGCSE (9–1) Design & Technology provides an ideal basis for further study and equips learners 
with technical knowledge and practical designing and making skills for the world of work.

The aim of this course is to enable pupils to: 

• develop creative thinking in areas relevant to design and technology 
• apply problem-solving skills to practical and technological problems
• develop the communication skills central to design, realisation and evaluation 
• gain knowledge and understanding of design and technology 
• develop skills in research and investigation
• design and make products, taking into consideration sustainability and the wider impact on society 
• develop the ability to make aesthetic, economic, ethical and technical value judgements

Assessment: Paper 1: Product Design
1 hour 15 minute written/drawing paper – 50 marks – 25% of final qualification
Questions will be based on the Common content: Product Design

Component 2: Project 
School-based assessment – 100 marks – 50% of final qualification
Internally assessed and externally moderated

Paper 3: Resistant Materials
1 hour written paper – 50 marks – 25% of final qualification
Questions will be based on the Specialist option: Resistant Materials content and the Common content: 
Product Design 
Section A: answer all questions 
Section B: answer one question

Possible 
careers 
include: 

Possible careers include architect, interior designer, mechanical engineer, product designer, materials 
technologist, software engineer, structural engineer, furniture designer and more.

Though every attempt will be made to offer the courses shown in this booklet, in exceptional circumstances (such as 
insufficient numbers choosing the subject or staffing restrictions) some courses may not be offered in the final choices. 
Should you require any further information at this time, please contact your child’s form tutor or our Head of Secondary.



IGCSE English Literature (9-1) 4ET1 
(example specification)

Courses listed are examples of what pupils may study. Final courses and examination codes will be 
confirmed later in the year once our pupils have had the opportunity to discuss each course with 
their teacher, and select one that links to the interests and talents of the pupils. 

Course 
overview:

The Edexcel English Literature IGCSE consists of a series of engaging and popular texts from a 
diverse selection of writers and poets - including poetry, prose and drama. 

Pupils will develop an understanding of literary genres and different linguistic terminology, which 
will give them skills required to support progression to further study English and a wide range of 
other subjects.

Course 
content: 

The English Literature IGCSE combines a variety of set texts, allowing pupils to remain engaged 
with their learning, encouraging a more in-depth study of a variety of literary works from authors 
including Jane Austen, William Shakespeare and Rudyard Kipling. 

At Aquila pupils are always encouraged to develop a love of reading, both for their own enjoyment 
and to further develop their awareness of the ways in which English can be used.

Assessment: Paper 1: Poetry and Modern Prose (externally assessed examination)

Section A: Unseen Poetry - one 20 mark essay exploring the meaning and effects created in   
unseen poetry.

Section B: Anthology Poetry: one 30 mark essay question from a choice of two, comparing 
two poems from Part 3 of the Pearson Edexcel International GCSE English Anthology.

Section C: Modern Prose - one 40 mark essay question from a choice of two on each of the 
set texts.

Paper 2: Modern Drama and Literary Heritage (Internally assessed) 

Assignment A: Modern Drama - one essay response to teacher-devised assignment on the studied 
texts. Examples of types of text are: ‘An Inspector Calls’ by J.B.Priestley; ‘A View from the Bridge’ 
by Arthur Miller.

Assignment B: Literary Heritage Texts - one essay response to a teacher-devised assignment on 
the studied text.

Skills: The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable pupils to:
• demonstrate a close knowledge and understanding of texts, maintaining a critical style and 

presenting an informed personal engagement.
• analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects.
• analyse the complex language, from the structure used by a writer to create meanings and 

effects.
• explore links and connections between texts.
• show an understanding of the relationships between texts and contexts in which they were 

written.
• develop an appreciation of the ways in which writers use literary effects and develop the skills 

needed for literary study.

Possible 
careers 
include: 

This IGCSE will allow pupils to have the skills required to progress into the following fields: media-
related careers, publishing, law, marketing, advertising, theatre-related careers, teaching, careers 
including communication skills generally. English qualifications are very important for entry to all 
courses in Higher Education and to employers.



IGCSE Environmental
Management (0680) 
(example specification)

Courses listed are examples of what pupils may study. Final courses and examination codes will be 
confirmed later in the year once our pupils have had the opportunity to discuss each course with 
their teacher, and select one that links to the interests and talents of the pupils. 

Course 
overview:

The syllabus is designed to teach learners about sustainable development in a world where the security of 
resources and life-sustaining systems is endangered by human impact. It draws upon disciplines such as 
biology, Earth science, geography and economics.
Learners gain an understanding of the Earth’s natural systems and how people use natural resources; they 
then investigate the impact of human development on the environment and learn how the environment 
can be managed sustainably in the future, from a local as well as a global perspective.

The syllabus is divided into nine topics which have been designed to develop an understanding
of both the natural and the human environment: 
1. Rocks and minerals and their exploitation 
2. Energy and the environment 
3. Agriculture and the environment 
4. Water and its management 
5. Oceans and fisheries 
6. Managing natural hazards
7. The atmosphere and human activities 
8. Human population 
9. Natural ecosystems and human activities

Assessment: Paper 1 - Theory
1 hour 45-minute examination, externally assessed – 80 marks - 50% of the final qualification

Section A: short and structured questions – 20 marks 
Section B: short-answer and extended response questions based on source material – 60 marks 

Paper 2: Management in context
1 hour 45-minute examination, externally assessed – 80 marks - 50% of the final qualification
Short, and extended response questions based on source material externally assessed.

Skills: This course is designed to enable pupils to acquire: 
• knowledge of natural systems which make life possible on Earth 
• an understanding that humans are part of these systems and depend on them 
• an appreciation of the diverse influences of human activity on natural systems 
• an awareness of the need to manage natural systems
• an understanding of sustainable development to meet the needs of the present, without compromising 

the ability of future generations to meet their own needs 
• a sense of responsibility and concern for the welfare of the environment and all organisms 
• an awareness of their own values concerning environmental issues 
• an awareness of the values of others 
• a willingness to review their own attitudes in the light of new knowledge and experiences 
• a sound basis for further study, personal development and participation in local and global 

environmental concerns

Possible 
careers 
include: 

Possible careers include: Environmental manager, Environmental consultant, flood prevention officer, 
weather presenter, hydrologist, coastal manager, conservation officer, pollution analyst, forestry ranger and 
estate manager, geology, surveying and more.

Though every attempt will be made to offer the courses shown in this booklet, in exceptional circumstances (such as 
insufficient numbers choosing the subject or staffing restrictions) some courses may not be offered in the final choices. 
Should you require any further information at this time, please contact your child’s form tutor or our Head of Secondary.



IGCSE Geography (4GE1) 
(example specification)

Courses listed are examples of what pupils may study. Final courses and examination codes will be 
confirmed later in the year once our pupils have had the opportunity to discuss each course with 
their teacher, and select one that links to the interests and talents of the pupils. 

Course 
overview:

Geography empowers pupils with a broad range of skills that are highly valued by employers, 
including literacy, numeracy and the application of geographical understanding, observing, organising 
and presenting data. Geography is recognised as one of the facilitating subjects by the UK’s top 
universities, meaning it can lead to entry onto the most competitive undergraduate courses.

Course 
content: 

Assessment: 

Skills: 

Possible 
careers 
include: 

As a result of the broad spectrum of skills you gain while studying geography there is a wide range 
of career options available to you which could include: economic developer, location analyst, eco-
tourism advisor, media researcher, cartographer, GIS specialist, remote sensing analyst, planner, 
estate agent, social worker, air-worker, diplomat, charity co-ordinator, flood prevention officer, 
weather presenter, hydrologist, coastal manager, conservation officer, pollution analyst, forestry 
ranger and estate manager.

There are nine geographical topics, which are 
covered in the IGCSE course: 
Topic 1:  River environments 
Topic 2: Coastal environments 
Topic 3: Hazardous environments 
Topic 4: Economic activity and energy 
Topic 5: Rural environments 

Topic 6: Urban environments 
Topic 7:  Fragile environments and climate change 
Topic 8: Globalisation and migration 
Topic 9: Development and human welfare 

These themes are designed to develop 
an understanding of natural and human 
environments.

As part of – and in addition to – undertaking the 
geographical enquiry, pupils should acquire and 
be able to apply the following skills:

• graphical skills – compiling graphs and flow lines, 
using proportional symbols, annotating maps, 
diagrams and photographs 

• map skills (including use of digital maps) – 
using grid references, understanding scales, 
recognising symbols, identifying landforms and 
human features of the landscape 

• photo-interpretation skills – reading vertical and 
oblique aerial photographs and satellite images, 
including GIS 

• sketching skills – communicating ideas through 
simple sketch maps and field sketches 

• spatial awareness – identifying the relative 
locations and relationships between features 

• analysis of findings – reviewing and interpreting 
quantitative and qualitative information using 
appropriate media 

• use of statistical skills – simple descriptive 
statistics, such as lines of best fit, means, 
medians, modes, etc.

Paper 1: physical geography (1hr10 min 
examination) 70 marks 40% of the final 
qualification. 
The questions are a mixture of multiple-choice, 
short-answer, data-response and open-ended 
questions. 
Section A -Pupils choose two out of three 
questions on: river environments, coastal 
environments, hazardous environments. 
Section B -Pupils choose one out of three 
fieldwork-related questions on: river 
environments, coastal environments, hazardous 
environments.
Paper 2: Human geography (1hr 45 min 
examination) 105 marks 60% of the final 
qualification.

The questions are a mixture of multiple-choice, 
short-answer, data-response and open-ended 
questions. 
Section A -Pupils choose two out of three 
questions on: economic activity and energy, 
rural environments, urban environments. 
Section B -Pupils choose one out of three 
fieldwork-related questions on: economic 
activity and energy, rural environments, urban 
environments. 
Section C -Pupils choose one out of three 
questions on: fragile environments and 
climate change, globalisation and migration, 
development and human welfare.



IGCSE History 0470 
(example specification)

Courses listed are examples of what pupils may study. Final courses and examination codes will be 
confirmed later in the year once our pupils have had the opportunity to discuss each course with 
their teacher, and select one that links to the interests and talents of the pupils. 

Course 
overview:

Cambridge IGCSE History offers the opportunity to study world history from the nineteenth 
century to the beginning of the twenty-first century. It encourages pupils to raise questions and 
to develop and deploy historical skills, knowledge and understanding in order to provide historical 
explanations. Pupils will explore history from a diversity of perspectives, including  
social, economical, cultural and political.

Course 
content: 

Assessment: 

Skills: 

Possible 
careers 
include: 

History focuses on analytical skills and therefore is ideal preparation for a number of careers such 
as business, law, accountancy, management, economics, psychology, politics and many more. 
Leading universities and colleges highly respect history as an academic subject and emphasise its 
value in their prospectuses.

Pupils will complete an outline study and an in 
depth study, both of which are broken down 
into a series of key questions.

Outline study: 

International Relations since 1919
• Were the peace treaties of 1919–23 fair?
• To what extent was the League of Nations a 

success?
• Why had international peace collapsed by 

1939?
• Who was to blame for the Cold War?
• How effectively did the USA contain the 

spread of Communism?

• How secure was the USSR’s control over 
Eastern Europe, 1948–c.1989?

• Why did events in the Gulf matter, c.1970–
2000? 

In addition to this all pupils will study 
the following in-depth studies: 

• The First World War, 1914–18

The aims and objectives of this qualification 
are to enable pupils to:
• develop an interest in and enthusiasm for 

learning about and understanding the past
• develop higher order thinking skills such as 

evaluation and analysis
• develop excellent research skills and 

stimulate an interest in and enthusiasm for 
learning about the past

• Gain a greater understanding of international 
issues affecting the world today

• become independent learners
• approach problems in different ways and 

present a range of solutions
• become excellent communicators with high 

levels of literacy
• promote the acquisition of knowledge and 

understanding of individuals, people and 
societies in the past

• Encourage the development of historical 
skills, including investigation, analysis, 
evaluation and communication skills,

Paper 1: 40% of the final mark (two hour 
examination) - 60 marks
Candidates answer two questions from 
Section A (Core Content) and one question 
from Section B (Depth Studies). All questions 
are in the form of structured essays, split into 
three parts: (a), (b) and (c).
Paper 2: 33% of the final mark  
(two hour examination) - 50 marks
Candidates answer six questions on one 
prescribed topic taken from the Core 
Content. There is a range of source material 
relating to each prescribed topic. 

All pupils take either: 

Component 3: 27% of the final mark 
(coursework) - 40 marks
Candidates produce one piece of  
extended writing based on a Depth Study 
from the syllabus or a Depth Study devised
by the Centre. Internally assessed and 
externally moderated. 
Paper 4: 27% of the final mark (alternative  
to coursework - written paper) - 40 marks
Candidates answer one question on a  
Depth Study



IGCSE Information and 
Communication Technology 
(ICT) (9-1) 4IT1
(example specification) 

Courses listed are examples of what pupils may study. Final courses and examination codes will be 
confirmed later in the year once our pupils have had the opportunity to discuss each course with 
their teacher, and select one that links to the interests and talents of the pupils. 

Course 
overview:

Pupils will learn about topics ranging from digital devices and connectivity, safe and responsible practice, 
and understand the impact of internet on the way that organisations do business. They will be also be 
encouraged to practice using software applications effectively. 

Assessment: 

Skills The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable pupils to:

• explore how digital technology impacts on the lives of individuals, organisations and society learn about 
current and emerging digital technologies and the issues raised by their use in a range of contexts by 
individuals and organisations 

• develop awareness of the risks that are inherent in using ICT and the features of safe, secure and 
responsible practice 

• broaden and enhance their ICT skills and capability 
• work with a range of digital tools and techniques to produce effective ICT solutions in a range of 

contexts 
• learn how to reflect critically on their own and others’ use of ICT and how to adopt safe, secure and 

responsible practice.• gain knowledge and understanding of Information and Communication Technology 
• develop skills to apply knowledge and understanding to produce ICT-based solutions 
• develop skills of analysis and evaluation, making reasoned judgements and presenting conclusions
• gain knowledge and understanding of Information and Communication Technology 
• develop skills to apply the knowledge and understanding they acquire in all topics (1–6) to produce ICT-

based solutions 
• develop skills of analysis and evaluation, making reasoned judgements and presenting conclusions

Possible 
careers 
include: 

IGCSE Information and Communication Technology is an ideal foundation for further study at IB level, for 
ITGS (Information Technology in a Global Society). The skills acquired in this course can be applied to any 
other further educational subject, as it promotes analytical thinking in a digital world.

Though every attempt will be made to offer the courses shown in this booklet, in exceptional circumstances (such as 
insufficient numbers choosing the subject or staffing restrictions) some courses may not be offered in the final choices. 
Should you require any further information at this time, please contact your child’s form tutor or our Head of Secondary.

Written paper (50% of IGCSE)

Pupils must study all of the following topics: 
Topic 1:  Digital Devices 
Topic 2: Connectivity 
Topic 3: Operating Online 
Topic 4: Online Goods and Services

Assessment:
• Pupils are assessed through a 1-hour and 

30-minute written examination, set and marked 
by Pearson

• The examination comprises a mixture of 
multiple-choice, short- and long-answer 
questions

• The total number of marks available for the 
examination paper is 100

Practical paper (50% of IGCSE)

Pupils must study both of the following topics: 
Topic 5: Applying Information and Communication 
Technology 
Topic 6: Software Skills 

Assessment:
• Pupils are assessed through a three-hour 

practical examination, set and marked by 
Pearson (includes printing time)

• The total number of marks available for the 
examination paper is 100



GCSE Music (9-1) 1MUO 
(example specification) 

Courses listed are examples of what pupils may study. Final courses and examination codes will be 
confirmed later in the year once our pupils have had the opportunity to discuss each course with 
their teacher, and select one that links to the interests and talents of the pupils. 

Course 
overview:

Music encourages pupils to be inspired, moved and challenged by following a broad, coherent, satisfying 
and worthwhile musical course. It develops broader life skills and attributes, including critical and creative 
thinking, aesthetic sensitivity, emotional awareness, cultural understanding, self-discipline, self-confidence
and self-motivation. 
This engaging course explores four areas of study including: instrumental music (1700-1820), vocal music, 
music for stage and screen and fusions. 
The course is divided into three components: performance, composition and appraising, giving pupils 
the opportunity to work individually and in groups. This assists with the development of their ability to 
communicate musically with fluency and control of the resources used. 
Pupils taking GCSE music must already be Grade 3 standard on their musical instrument.

Course 
content: 

Edexcel GCSE (9–1) Music qualification enables you to learn content through the context of new areas of 
study and set works. An engaging range of set works to nurture in-depth musical understanding.
It includes:
• Four areas of study, each containing two set works.
• Supports the teaching of musical elements, musical contexts and musical language through specific 

pieces of music, across the different areas of study.
• Shows real examples of how key musical content is used within specific pieces of music.
• Allows pupils to engage with and appreciate the diverse heritage of music, in order to promote 

personal, social, intellectual and cultural development.

Assessment: Component 1: Performing, non-examined assessment, 30% of the final qualification - 60 marks. 
Internally marked and externally moderated.
One solo piece (30 marks)
One ensemble piece (30 marks)
both performances must be at least one minute in duration, and may comprise one or more pieces.

Component 2: Composing, non-examined assessment, 30% of the final qualification - 60 marks.
One composition to a brief set by Pearson, of at least one minute in duration. (30 marks)
One free composition set by the pupil, of at least one minute in duration. (30 marks)

Component 3: Appraising, Written examination, 1hr45mins, 40% of the final qualification - 80 marks. 
Areas of Study:
• Instrumental music 1700-1820
• Vocal music
• Music for stage and screen
• Fusions
Section A: Areas of study, dictation, and unfamiliar pieces (68 marks).
Section B: Extended response comparison between a set work and one unfamiliar piece (12 marks).

Skills: The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable pupils to:
• develop practical skills – pupils must play an instrument, sing and/or use music technology
• develop composing skills to organise musical ideas and make use of appropriate resources
• analytical and listening skills for exam
• develop awareness of a variety of instruments, styles and approaches to performing and composing

Possible 
careers 
include: 

Instrumental Performance: Armed Forces Musician, Dance, Rock or Jazz Band, Orchestral Musician The 
Recording Industry: Producer, Engineer/Mixer, Studio Arranger, Music Copyist The TV and Radio Industry: 
Radio/TV Commercial Musician, Music Researcher, Administrator. Music Technology: Sound and video 
editor, Technology –based Music Instruction Designer Music Librarianship: College/university or Orchestra 
Librarian Vocal Performance: Dance Band/Nightclub vocalist, concert/opera soloist Conducting: Choir, 
Orchestra, Opera Conductor Composing:
Film Score Composer, Commercial Jingle Composer, TV Show Composer Music Therapy: Hospitals, Special 
Education, nursing Home, Clinic for Disabled Children Retail: Sheet Music Sales, Instrument Sales, CD Sales 
Music Education: Early childhood Music Teacher, School Music Teacher

Though every attempt will be made to offer the courses shown in this booklet, in exceptional circumstances (such as 
insufficient numbers choosing the subject or staffing restrictions) some courses may not be offered in the final choices. 
Should you require any further information at this time, please contact your child’s form tutor or our Head of Secondary.



GCSE Physical Education (9-1) 1PE0 
(example specification) 

Courses listed are examples of what pupils may study. Final courses and examination codes will be 
confirmed later in the year once our pupils have had the opportunity to discuss each course with 
their teacher, and select one that links to the interests and talents of the pupils. 

Though every attempt will be made to offer the courses shown in this booklet, in exceptional circumstances (such as 
insufficient numbers choosing the subject or staffing restrictions) some courses may not be offered in the final choices. 
Should you require any further information at this time, please contact your child’s form tutor or our Head of Secondary.

Course 
overview:

GCSE PE offers pupils a series of stimulating content to enable pupils to develop a holistic 
understanding of physical education. Pupils will receive a well-rounded introduction to the world of PE, 
sport and sport science through the combination of physical performance and academic challenges.

Course 
content: 

Assessment: 

Skills: The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable pupils to:
• develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin physical 

activity and sport and use this knowledge and understanding to improve performance.
• Understand how the physiological and psychologIcal state affects performance in physical 

activity and sport.
• perform effectively in different physical activities by developing skills and techniques  

and selecting and using tactics, strategies and/or compositional ideas.
• develop their ability to analyse and evaluate to improve performance in physical  

activity and sport.
• understand the contribution that physical activity and sport make to health, fitness  

and wellbeing.
• understand the key socio-cultural influences that can affect people’s involvement  

in physical activity and sport.
• pupils will develop a multitude of skills, including numeracy, communication and an 

understanding of practical performances in order to support progression to the next level of 
study.

• the blend of scientific and social knowledge positions pupils to access a range of 
qualifications.

Possible 
careers 
include: 

Leisure Industry, Teaching , coaching/instructing , physiotherapy, personal trainer and more.

The course covers topics including:
• Applied anatomy and physiology
• Movement analysis
• Physical training 

• Use of data
• Health, fitness and wellbeing
• Sport psychology
• Socio-cultural influences

Component 1: Fitness and body systems 
written examination, 1hr45mins - 36% of final 
qualification - 90 marks.
Topic 1: Applied anatomy and physiology
Topic 2: Movement analysis
Topic 3: Physical training
Topic 4: Use of data

Component 2: Health and performance 
written examination, 1hr15mins - 24% of final 
qualification - 70 marks.
Topic 1: Health, fitness and wellbeing
Topic 2: Sport psychology
Topic 3: Socio-cultural influences
Topic 4: Use of data 
Both components consist of multiple-choice, 
short-answer, and extended writing questions.

Component 3: Practical performance 
non-examined assessment, 30% of final 
qualification - 105 marks (35 marks per activity).
Pupils must complete three separate physical 
activities from a set list (one individual, one team 
and one free choice activity). 

Component 4: Personal exercise programme
non-examined assessment, 10% of final 
qualification - 20 marks.
The assessment consists of pupils producing 
a Personal Exercise Programme (PEP), and will 
require pupils to analyse and evaluate their 
performance. Internally set and externally 
moderated. 



IGCSE Separate sciences 9-1  
(example specification)

Course 
overview:

Biology:
Edexcel IGCSE Biology enables learners to better understand the impact that biology has on our lives 
and its relevance to all life on Earth. Throughout the course, pupils study a range of living organisms, 
the life processes they carry out, the effects that these life processes may have on our health, and the 
responsibilities which we have towards other organisms. IGCSE Biology provides the perfect pathway for 
further study in the exciting and rapidly developing subject area of biological sciences.

Chemistry:
Edexcel IGCSE Chemistry allows pupils to understand the principles of life and the world around them 
through the study of the smallest structures known to man. This means everything from the atomic 
structure all the way to the composition of the atmosphere and amount of oxygen we breathe in every 
day. Students are taken through 4 immersive topics in total which prepares them brilliantly for further 
study after GCSE.

Physics: 
Edexcel IGCSE Physics supports learners to understand how theoretical and mechanical physics enters 
our lives to build the technology and engineering that surrounds the world we live in. There are 8 topics 
that include a wide variety such as the discovery of the atom, electricity and magnetism, forces and 
motion, radiation and astrophysics. Learners will gain a deep and meaningful understanding of key 
equations, principles and theories that literally make the world go round. They will be well prepared 
for future studies having gained an appreciation of experimental, investigative and mathematical 
techniques used throughout the course.

Assessment: Biology:
Two externally assessed papers.
Candidates take:
Paper 1: 2 hours
61.1% of total grade, 110 marks available
The paper is assessed through a 2 hour written examination. A mixture of different question 
styles, including multiple choice, short answer, calculations and extended open written response. 
A calculator may be used.
Paper 2: 1 hour 15 minutes
38.9% of the total grade, 70 marks available
A mixture of different question styles, Including multiple
choice, short answer, calculations and extended open written response. A calculator may be used.

Chemistry:
Two externally assessed papers
Candidates take:
Paper 1: 2 hours
61.1% of total grade, 110 marks available
The paper is assessed through a 2 hour written examination.
A mixture of different question styles, including multiple choice, short answer, calculations and 
extended open written response. A calculator may be used.
Paper 2: 1 hour 15 minutes
38.9% of the total grade, 70 marks available
A mixture of different question styles, including multiple choice, short answer, calculations and 
extended open written response. A calculator may be used.

BIOLOGY (4BI1) CHEMISTRY (4CH1) PHYSICS (4PH1)



Courses listed are examples of what pupils may study. Final courses and examination codes will be 
confirmed later in the year once our pupils have had the opportunity to discuss each course with 
their teacher, and select one that links to the interests and talents of the pupils. 

Assessment:
(continued) 

Physics: 
Two externally assessed papers
Candidates take:
Paper 1: 2 hours
61.1% of total grade, 110 marks available
The paper is assessed through a 2 hour written examination.
A mixture of different question styles, Including multiple choice, short answer, calculations and 
extended open written response. A calculator may be used.
Paper 2: 1 hour 15 minutes
38.9% of the total grade, 70 marks available
A mixture of different question styles, Including multiple choice, short answer, calculations and 
extended open written response. A calculator may be used.

Possible 
careers 
include: 

This IGCSE will allow pupils to have the skills required to progress into the following fields: medicine, 
veterinary practice and nursing, teaching, engineering, pharmaceuticals, physiotherapy, sports science, 
nursing, marine biology, geology, surveying and more.

Though every attempt will be made to offer the courses shown in this booklet, in exceptional circumstances (such as 
insufficient numbers choosing the subject or staffing restrictions) some courses may not be offered in the final choices. 
Should you require any further information at this time, please contact your child’s form tutor or our Head of Secondary.

IGCSE Separate sciences 9-1  
(example specification)
(continued)



IGCSE Spanish (9-1) 4SP1 
(example specification)

Courses listed are examples of what pupils may study. Final courses and examination codes will be 
confirmed later in the year once our pupils have had the opportunity to discuss each course with 
their teacher, and select one that links to the interests and talents of the pupils. 

Course 
overview:

The Edexcel IGCSE Spanish consists of showcasing a variety of skills including reading, writing, speaking and 
listening in Spanish. The topics and related texts used throughout the course are engaging and relate to 
contexts pupils are likely to encounter and diverse in their context.

Course 
content: 

Assessment: 

Skills: 

Possible 
careers 
include: 

A language will give you the edge over monolingual applicants. You are a potential bridge to new customers. 
94% of employers think that foreign language skills are important. Every possible job you can think of can 
be done better if the person in that line of work has developed language skills! From a receptionist in an 
office block who welcomes foreign clients to a train manager who needs to help foreign tourists.

The aims and objectives of this 
qualification are to enable pupils 
to develop:
• understanding and use 

of written forms of the 
target language, in a range 
of familiar and practical 
contexts, and for a variety of 
purposes

• understanding and use of 
the spoken forms of the 
target language, in a range 
of familiar and practical 

contexts, and for a variety of 
purposes

• the ability to communicate 
effectively in the target 
language through the written 
word, using a range of 
vocabulary

• and structures
• a knowledge and 

understanding of the target 
language grammar and its 
practical application

• a knowledge and 
understanding of countries 
and communities where the 
target language is spoken

• positive attitudes towards 
modern foreign language 
learning

• a suitable foundation for 
further study of the target 
language, or another 
language.

The aims and objectives of this 
qualification are to enable pupils 
to develop:
• understanding and use 

of written forms of the 
target language, in a range 
of familiar and practical 
contexts, and for a variety of 
purposes

• understanding and use of 
the spoken forms of the 
target language, in a range 
of familiar and practical 
contexts, and for a variety of 

purposes
• the ability to communicate 

effectively in the target 
language through the written 
word, using a range of 
vocabulary and structures

• the ability to communicate 
effectively in the target 
language through speaking, 
using a range of vocabulary 
and structures

• a knowledge and 
understanding of the target 
language grammar and its 

practical application
• a knowledge and 

understanding of countries 
and communities where the 
target language is spoken

• positive attitudes towards 
modern foreign language 
learning

• a suitable foundation for 
further study of the target 
language, or another 
language.

Paper 1: Listening (Written 
examination) 30 minutes plus 5 
minutes reading time - 40 marks 
- 25% of the final qualification. 
Externally assessed.
Seven questions, which are a 
combination of multiple-choice, 
multiple-matching, notetaking 
and gap-fill questions. All five 
topic areas are assessed.

Paper 2: Reading and writing 
(Written examination) 1hr45mins 
- 80 marks - 50% of the final 
qualification. Externally assessed.
Section A: Reading
Five questions, which are a 

combination of multiple-choice, 
note-taking, gap-fill and short-
answer questions.
Section B: Writing
There are two open-response 
writing tasks and a task that 
requires writing verbs in their 
correct forms. Each task in this 
section is linked to a specific 
topic area.

Paper 3: Speaking (Spoken 
examination) 8-10 minutes 
- 40 marks - 25% of the 
final qualification. Internally 
conducted and externally 
assessed. 

The examination is made up 
of three tasks (A, B and C). 
Pupils will present and answer 
questions on a picture that 
is related to one of the topic 
areas. They will also discuss 
two different topics, chosen at 
random by Pearson.

All three papers focus on the 
following five topics: 
• Home and abroad
• Education and employment
• Personal life and relationships
• The world around us
• Social activities, fitness and 

health

Though every attempt will be made to offer the courses shown in this booklet, in exceptional circumstances (such as 
insufficient numbers choosing the subject or staffing restrictions) some courses may not be offered in the final choices. 
Should you require any further information at this time, please contact your child’s form tutor or our Head of Secondary.





Examples of course
specifications we

may offer

Professional learning: BTEC
Level 2 Certificates



BTEC International Level 2
Certificate –Hospitality

The Pearson International Level 2 Certificate BTEC in Hospitality has been designed to develop the 
knowledge, skills and understanding required in the Hospitality sector and focuses on:

• Providing opportunities for hospitality employees to achieve a nationally-recognised Level

• A vocationally-specific qualification equivalent to 1 GCSE

• Providing education and training in the areas of food preparation of a wide range of world food 
products and researching the hospitality industry

• Products, services and support in the Hospitality industry

• Providing learners with the necessary knowledge and skills concerning health and safety, the 
environment, legislation, and customer care in the Hospitality sector

• The Pearson International Level 2 Certificate in Hospitality is a 90 guided learning hour 
qualification yet has 150 notional hours which offers an opportunity for learners to experience a 
vocational qualification.

How will I be assessed?

The Pearson International Level 2 Certificate BTEC in Hospitality consists of two core units plus a 
specialist unit that provides for a combined total of 90 guided learning hours (GLH) and 15 credits for 
the completed qualification. 

Is this the course for me?

The course offers a focused qualification for learners who wish to follow a programme of study related 
to an aspect of employment that they might wish to move into; or a taster qualification which can 
extend their programme of study and provide an initial experience of a possible course in Year 12 such 
as a BTEC International qualification in Hospitality or the International Baccalaureate in Design and 
Technology (HL/SL).

Unit Mandatory Core Units

1 Working in the Hospitality industry

2 Products, services and support in the Hospitality industry

Unit Specialist Units

4 Providing customer service in Hospitality

The Pearson International Level 2 Extended Certificate BTEC in Hospitality consists of two core units 
plus specialist units that provide for a combined total of 180 guided learning hours (GLH) and 30 
credits for the completed qualification.

Unit Mandatory Core Units

1 Working in the Hospitality Industry

2 Products, Services and Support in the Hospitality Industry

Unit Mandatory Core Units

4 Providing Customer Service in Hospitality

9 Contemporary World Food

12 Hospitality Front Office Operations



BTEC International Level 2
Certificate – IT

The Pearson BTEC International Level 2 Extended Certificate qualification in Information Technology has 
been developed to: 

• Give full-time learners the opportunity to enter employment in the IT sector or to progress to 
vocational qualifications 

• Provide education and training for those employed in IT 

• Give those employed in IT opportunities to achieve a Level 2 vocationally specific qualification 

• Give learners the opportunity to develop a range of skills and techniques, personal skills and 
attributes essential for successful performance in working life

• This specification provides content and structures that help learners to acquire the skills and 
knowledge needed to work as professionals in the IT sector.

Key aspects include:

• Flexibility in unit structures so that the centre and learners can choose appropriate combinations of 
optional units to meet their interests and aspirations 

• Units based on the UK National Occupational Standards and contextualised to the business 
environment 

• Simple and consistent nesting of qualifications to allow learners to choose specialist pathways later in 
their programmes of study

Course details:

The Pearson BTEC International Level 2 Certificate in IT qualification totals 150 Notional Learning Hours 
(NLH). Learners must achieve the mandatory unit and one optional unit, from a choice of two, for a 
combined total value of 15 to achieve the qualification. This qualification is not designed to allow units to 
be imported from other Pearson qualifications. Mandatory units Optional units:

1. Communicating in the IT Industry This unit enables learners to 
use IT tools to communicate and exchange information safely, 
securely and effectively with different audiences. Learners will 
also consider the impacts of IT on individuals, communities and 
society 

2. Working in the IT Industry -The aim of this unit is to develop 
learners’ knowledge of the available job roles involving professional 
IT and the characteristics employers demand in the IT industry

TBC by the school but the range of units available can be 
seen at: 

Is this the course for me?

The Pearson BTEC International Level 2 Certificate offers a work-related vocational qualification that 
focuses on particular aspects of employment in the appropriate vocational sector. The Pearson BTEC 
International Level 2 Certificate is a qualification that can be part of a learner’s programme of study 
and provide a vocational learning experience. Potentially the qualification could prepare learners for 
progression to an appropriate Level 3 programme in the same or related vocational area. This course 
provides a good grounding to progress on to the BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in IT.



BTEC Performing Arts Level 2 
(example specification)

The BTEC International Level 2 Certificate in Performing Arts is designed to give young performers a 
broad overview of some of the career areas in different sectors of the performing arts. The course is 
very practical and aims to help build confidence and resilience as well as performance skills and talent. 
Success on this course helps build a foundation for a successful career in the performing arts industry 
and a platform to move on to a higher level of arts education.

On this course, pupils will explore topics on acting, dancing, creating and preparing performance material, 
voice and movement skills. Pupils will begin to learn audition skills and perform two audition pieces in a 
preferred style. The performing arts industry is also studied allowing students to investigate a range of job 
roles, theatrical spaces and how performances are produced. 

The course components focus on: 

• the development of core knowledge and understanding of a range of performance styles and 
disciplines, and the key features that contribute to these such as practitioners’ roles, responsibilities, 
skills and techniques 

• the development and application of skills such as: practical and interpretative, rehearsal and 
performance in acting, dance and/or musical theatre, through workshops and classes 

• reflective practice through the development of skills and techniques that allow learners to respond to 
feedback and identify areas for improvement using relevant presentation techniques, for example a 
logbook

This course provides pupils with the skills needed to progress onto A levels, BTEC level 3 such as BTEC 
National in Performing Arts.

Course content:

The course contains of the following components: 

1. Exploring the performing arts
2. Developing skills and techniques in the performing arts
3. Responding to a brief

The three components focus on the assessment of knowledge, skills and practices. These are all essential 
to developing a basis for progression and, therefore, pupils need to achieve all components in order to 
achieve the qualification.

Assessment:

Components 1: Exploring the Performing Arts, internal assessment, 30% of total course

Component 2: Developing the skills and techniques in the Performing Arts, internal assessment, 30% of 
total course

Component 3: Performing to a brief, externally assessed task, 40% of total course 

Potential careers include:  

Actor, director, producer, stage manager, writer, journalist, translator, presenter, lawyer, set design, 
costume design, curator, entertainer, sales, camera person, researcher, architect, animator, publisher, 
teacher, choreographer, coach, lecturer, theatre manager, buyer, broadcaster, public relations officer, 
editor, developer, designer, and the list goes on.



Name of pupil:

Year group and class:

I hereby confirm that I have fully read and accept the terms and conditions as 
indicated in the Examination Guidebook that is available on The Aquila School website.

I agree to ensure that all costs of examination fees will be paid in advance of exams 
being taken and that all materials/textbooks belonging to The Aquila School will be 
returned at the end of each academic year or on leaving The Aquila School.

Any books lost/damaged/not returned relating to my son/daughter's course of study 
must be paid for before any examination results will be released.

I confirm that I am fully aware that certificates may not be released until such time as 
all outstanding fees/invoices issued by The Aquila School have been settled in full.

I confirm that this agreement will be for the entire duration of my son/daughter's 
secondary education at The Aquila School.

Name of Parent:

Signature:

Date:
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EXAMINATION AGREEMENT FORM



The Aquila School
Wadi al Safa 5, Dubai
United Arab Emirates

 
Reception: +971 (0) 4 586 2700

admissions@theaquilaschool.com
 

www.theaquilaschool.com
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